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PERMANENT  COMMITTEE  ON  LEGAL  AFFAIRS -  two  -

Article  2.-  Uses  and  Public  Interest.

CANNABIS  AND  HEMP  PLANTS  FOR  MEDICINAL  USE,  FOOD  AND
INDUSTRIAL

The  actions  of  the  State  and  of  the  competent  public  authority  aimed  at  the  investigation,  
production  and  industrialization  of  the  cannabis  plant  and  the  hemp  plant  authorized  for  
medical,  food  and  industrial  use  as  determined  by  this  Law  are  declared  of  public  interest.

TITLE  I

Article  3.-  Purposes

GENERALITIES

The  purposes  of  this  law  are  the  following:

CHAPTER  I

a)  Promote  research  and  the  medicinal,  pharmaceutical  and  food  uses  of  duly  
authorized  cannabis  and  hemp  plants.

GENERAL  DISPOSITION

THE  LEGISLATIVE  ASSEMBLY  OF  THE  REPUBLIC  OF  COSTA  RICA

Article  1.-  Purpose  and  scope  of  application

DECREES:

The  purpose  of  this  Law  is  to  establish  the  scope  and  mechanisms  for  regulating  the  
activities  of  planting,  cultivation,  harvesting,  production,  processing,  storage,  distribution,  
industrialization,  marketing,  transportation,  sale,  use  and  consumption  of  manufactured  
products  derived  from  plants.  of  cannabis  (cannabis  indica,  cannabis  sativa  and  cannabis  
ruderalis)  and  the  hemp  plant,  in  accordance  with  the  uses,  ranges,  presentations  and  
purposes  authorized  in  this  law.

“LAW  FOR  THE  INVESTIGATION,  REGULATION  AND  CONTROL  OF

Subject  to  this  Law  and  the  Costa  Rican  jurisdiction,  individuals  or  legal  entities,  public  
or  private,  national  or  foreign,  that  produce,  market,  use  or  consume  medicines,  food  
and  industrial  materials  from  the  cannabis  plant  and  the  hemp  plant  that  originate,  end  
or  transit  through  the  national  territory  and  even  those  that  can  be  exported.
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PERMANENT  COMMITTEE  ON  LEGAL  AFFAIRS -  3  -

Article  4.-  Definitions

g)  Improve  the  quality  of  life  and  the  family  environment  of  patients  suffering  
from  diagnosed  diseases  treatable  with  medicinal  cannabis  and  hemp.

b)  Cannabis  for  medicinal  use  or  with  a  therapeutic  effect:  Cannabis  for  
medicinal  use  is  considered  to  be  any  variation  of  the  female  cannabis  plant  
indica,  sativa  and  ruderalis,  its  cannabinoids  and  active  chemical  compounds  
in  the  ranges  permitted  by  this  Law,  which  is  cultivated  and  used  organically  
and  processed  in  authorized  presentations  for  strictly  therapeutic,  non-
recreational  purposes,  to  treat  or  alleviate  a  symptom,  ailment  or  disease  
previously  diagnosed  by  a  doctor.  These  plants,  their  cannabinoids  and  other  
substances  do  not  produce  physical  or  psychological  dependence  in  people.

e)  Create  new  sources  of  employment  and  wealth  for  the  
country.  f)  Offer  alternative  pharmacological  treatments  based  on  cannabinoids  

derived  from  cannabis  and  hemp  plants  for  the  treatment  of  various  ailments.

a)  Cannabinoids:  they  are  chemical  compounds  that  can  be  synthesized  from  
the  plant  whose  species  is  Cannabis.  There  are  more  than  60  cannabinoids  
and  of  these  the  three  most  abundant  are  cannabinol,  cannabidiol  and  
various  isomers  of  tetrahydrocannabinol  (THC).  None  of  these  are  found  in  
other  plants.  The  data  accumulated  so  far  indicate  a  potential  therapeutic  
effect  of  cannabinoids  in  pain  relief,  appetite  stimulation,  and  control  of  
nausea  and  vomiting.  Cannabinoids  are  fat-soluble  products  with  a  special  
tropism  for  the  central  nervous  system  and  the  immune  system.

b)  Encourage  research  and  development  of  the  cannabis  and  hemp  agribusiness  
and  its  multiple  industrial  applications  in  the  country.  c)  Cooperate  with  the  

reduction  of  drug  consumption,  illegal  trade,  drug  trafficking  and  organized  crime.  
d)  Educate  the  population  about  the  health,  environmental  and  socioeconomic  

benefits  of  the  industry  linked  to  cannabis  and  hemp  plants  regulated  in  this  Law.

For  the  purposes  of  this  Law,  the  following  definitions  are  established:

h)  Strengthen  health  tourism  in  the  country  through  the  supply  of  medical  
services  that  use  cannabis  and  hemp  products  and  their  medicinal  
cannabinoids  for  the  treatment  of  diseases.

c)  Cannabis  and  hemp  for  food  use:  any  part  of  the  cannabis  and  hemp  plants  
that  can  be  linked  or  associated  with  food  or  the  production  of  food  products  
and  that  has  the  compounds
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PERMANENT  COMMITTEE  ON  LEGAL  AFFAIRS -  4  -

suitable  cannabinoids  in  accordance  with  the  studies,  ranges  and  regulatory  
provisions  established  by  the  IIRCA,  for  normal  consumption  and  in  
compliance  with  the  food  regulations  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health.  For  
food  use,  the  trend  is  towards  the  use  and  selection,  especially  of  THC-free,  
non-psychotropic  varieties.

f)  Diagnosis  or  clinical  propaedeutics  for  the  use  of  medicinal  cannabis  
and  hemp:  It  is  the  procedure  by  which  a  doctor  studies  a  patient  and  
identifies  a  disease  that  can  be  treated  with  cannabinoid  medications  or  
medicinal  cannabis  or  hemp  extracts.  The  data  accumulated  so  far  indicate  
a  potential  therapeutic  effect  of  cannabinoids  in  pain  relief,  appetite  stimulation  
and  control  of  nausea  and  vomiting  as  well  as  for  the  treatment  of  cancer,  
epilepsy,  acquired  immune  deficiency  syndrome,  cachexia,  multiple  sclerosis  
and  any  other  disease  that  has  national  or  international  scientific  studies  
validated  by  the  IIRCA.

d)  Cannabis  and  hemp  for  industrial  use:  any  part  of  the  cannabis  and  hemp  
plants  that  can  be  used  to  make  textiles,  ropes,  sailing  sails,  fishing  nets,  
tow,  seeds,  oils,  protein,  biofuels,  lubricants,  bioplastics,  bioconstruction,  
cellulose  for  paper,  also  medicinal  and  cosmetic  applications,  insulation,  auto  parts.  Also,  furniture,  fodder  for  animals,  soap,  shampoo,  mats,  bags,  felt,  paints,  varnishes,  lubricants,  cultivation  for  water  purification,  among  many  other  
uses.

It  causes  a  sedative  effect  in  most  cases  and  inhibits  the  transmission  of  
nerve  signals  associated  with  pain.  These  do  not  produce  physical  or  
psychological  dependence  in  people.

h)  Usable  form  of  cannabis:  refers  to  the  seeds,  leaves,  buds,  flowers  and  
roots  of  the  Cannabis  plant,  which  are  appropriate  for  medical  or  food  use  in  
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  law.

g)  Written  Documentation:  refers  to  a  statement  signed  (Medical  Certification)  
by  the  patient's  physician  or  copies  of  the  pertinent  medical  record.

e)  CBD  or  Cannabidiol:  it  is  a  non-psychoactive  component  that  contains  the  
cannabis  plant  and  is  considered  to  have  a  broader  scope  for  medical  
applications  than  THC,  including  epilepsy,  multiple  sclerosis,  cancer,  acquired  
immunodeficiency  syndrome  and  other  diseases.
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the

k)  Presentations  and  routes  of  administration  authorized  for  the  medicinal  use  of  
cannabis  and  hemp:  refers  to  oil,  tablets  (tablets  and  pills),  capsules,  troches,  
suppositories,  ovules,  transdermal  patches,  pills,  ointments,  lotions,  soaps,  ointments,  
gels ,  creams,  jellies,  pastes,  tinctures,  aerosols,  elixirs,  powders  for  suspensions  or  
solutions,  syrups,  injectable  ampoules,  pre-filled  syringes,  emulsions  and  the  like,  as  
well  as  pure  flowers  that  can  be  administered  orally,  intravenously,  transdermally  or  
inhaled  by  vaporization.

o)  THCA  or  Tetrahydrocannabinolic  Acid:  it  is  one  of  the  active  components  that  
cannabis  contains  naturally  and  is  non-psychoactive,  so  it  does  not  produce  adverse  
effects  on  the  user's  behavior.  He  has

j)  Institute  for  Research,  Regulation  and  Control  of  Cannabis  and  Hemp  plants  for  
medicinal,  food  and  industrial  use  (IIRCA):  known  from  now  on  as  "the  Institute",  it  
is  the  maximum  deconcentration  body  attached  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  that  is  created  
in  this  law  and  will  have  the  functions  established  in  this  law.

n)  THC  or  Delta-9  Tetrahydrocarbocannabinol:  it  is  a  psychoactive  component  that  
contains  the  cannabis  plant  and  exerts  effects  on  the  central  nervous  system,  for  which  
it  can  inhibit  pain,  modify  mood,  alter  perceptions.

i)  Usable  form  of  hemp:  refers  to  the  seeds,  leaves,  buds,  stems,  flowers  and  roots  of  
the  Hemp  plant,  which  are  appropriate  for  medical,  food  or  industrial  use  in  accordance  
with  the  provisions  of  this  law.

either

m)  Registration  identification  card  or  card:  is  that  document  or  card,  issued  by  the  
legally  authorized  Institute,  that  identifies  and  authorizes  a  patient  or  a  primary  caregiver  
or  legal  guardian  of  the  patient  to  use  cannabinoid  medications  or  hemp  extracts  in  
accordance  with  what  is  established  by  the  IIRCA.

l)  Base  salary:  for  the  provisions  of  this  Law,  "base  salary"  is  understood  as  the  concept  
used  in  article  2  of  Law  No.  7337,  of  May  5,  1993.
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PERMANENT  COMMITTEE  ON  LEGAL  AFFAIRS -  6  -

For  the  purposes  of  this  Law,  cannabis  seeds  and  plants  must  have  at  least  1.5%  
(one  point  five  percent)  of  CBD  and  up  to  21%  (twenty  one  percent)  of  THC  or  
Delta-9  Tetrahydrocarbocannabinol  to  be  considered  authorized.  for  medicinal  use.

For  the  purposes  of  pharmaceutical  manufacturing,  the  quantities  present  of  the  
active  ingredients  in  the  plant  of  origin  will  not  necessarily  be  the  same  for

The  State  will  assume  control  and  regulation  of  the  activities  of  importing  seeds,  
exporting,  planting,  cultivating,  reproducing  seeds,  harvesting,  producing,  acquiring  
in  any  capacity,  storage,  commercialization,  distribution,  use  and  consumption  of  
cannabis  and  hemp  and  their  products.  cannabinoids  for  therapeutic,  medicinal,  
food  and  industrial  purposes,  according  to  the  parameters  and  ranges  authorized  by  
this  Law,  through  the  Institute  created  in  this  Law,  which  is  granted  the  legal  
mandate,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  Law  and  its  regulations.

Article  7.-  Allowed  ranges

Article  5.-  State  Regulation

The  Ministry  of  Health,  through  the  Institute  in  charge,  must  have  an  adequate  
infrastructure  for  the  research,  production,  control,  inspection  and  adequate  
commercialization  of  medicines,  food  and  other  industries  that  are  generated  from  
the  use  of  cannabis  and  hemp  plants  regulated  in  the  this  Law.

been  shown  to  contain  anti-inflammatory  properties  and  neuroprotective  
effects.

Authorized  medicinal  use  refers  to  cannabinoids  and  other  active  compounds  with  
a  therapeutic  effect.

Article  6.-  Infrastructure

The  measures  aimed  at  the  control  and  regulation  of  psychoactive  cannabis  and  its  
derivatives  that  exceed  or  transgress  the  authorized  parameters  and  ranges  are  
excluded  from  this  law  and  will  be  regulated  in  the  manner  and  by  the  competent  
authorities  in  accordance  with  the  Organic  Law  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  Law  No.  
5412,  the  General  Health  Law,  No.  5395  and  the  Law  on  Narcotic  Drugs,  
Psychotropic  Substances,  Drugs  for  Unauthorized  Use,  Related  Activities,  Money  
Laundering  and  Terrorism  Financing,  Law  No.  8204.
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PERMANENT  COMMITTEE  ON  LEGAL  AFFAIRS -  7  -

c)  Reproduce  cannabis  seeds  in  the  country  without  the  proper  authorization  of  the

d)  Cultivate  and  use  male  cannabis  plants  for  purposes  other  than

Non-psychoactive  hemp  seeds  and  plants  authorized  for  industrial  or  food  use  may  
not  exceed  0.5%  (zero  point  five  percent)  of  THC  or  Delta-9  Tetrahydrocarbocannabinol.

e)  Use  pesticides  and  herbicides  that  are  not  organic  in  the  cannabis  and  hemp  
plantations  authorized  in  this  law  and  in  accordance  with  the  Law  for  the  
Development,  Promotion  and  Promotion  of  Organic  Agricultural  Activity,  Law  
8542.  f)  Mix  the  substances  or  products  of  the  cannabis  plant  and  hemp  for  

medicinal  use  with  other  synthetic  substances.  g)  Any  form  of  advertising  and  
promotion  of  medicinal  cannabis  and  medicinal  hemp,  when  misleading;  use  

false  or  unscientific  information;  when  it  is  done  in  violation  of  the  regulatory  
provisions,  the  authorizations  obtained  or  the  restrictions  imposed  by  the  
competent  authority,  taking  into  account  the  nature  of  the  drug  and  the  type  of  
disease,  physical  disorder  and  symptoms  for  which  it  is  used.  h)  Marketing  
cannabis  and  hemp  medicines  without  having  the

unauthorized  individuals.

respective  license.

Due  to  its  natural  beneficial  composition  and  its  non-psychoactive  effects,  no  limitations  
are  established  for  the  THCA  that  the  cannabis  plant  contains.

seed  breeding  and  research.

a)  Smoking  cannabis  in  public  and  private  spaces  or  places  indicated  in  article  5  
of  the  General  Law  for  the  Control  of  Tobacco  and  its  harmful  effects  on  Health,  
Law  No.  9028.  b)  Marketing  seeds  permitted  under  a  planting  and  production  

license  a

the  final  product,  which  will  depend  on  the  expected  therapeutic  effect.  To  this  end,  
the  IIRCA  will  draw  up  a  regulation  for  each  therapeutic  specialty.

IIRCA.

The  following  activities  are  established  as  prohibited:

Article  8.-  Prohibitions
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The  Institute  for  Research,  Regulation  and  Control  of  Cannabis  and  Hemp  (IIRCCA),  will  
have,  for  official  use,  seals,  means  of  identification,  badges  and  emblems  of  its  own.

CANNABIS  AND  HEMP
OF  THE  INSTITUTE  OF  INVESTIGATION,  REGULATION  AND  CONTROL  OF  THE

Article  11.-  Powers  of  the  IIRCA

Article  9.-  Creation

The  IIRCA  will  have  the  following  powers:

A)  Research  and  validation  of  the  medicinal,  therapeutic  and  food  use  of  cannabis  and  
hemp  plants.

Create  the  Institute  for  Research,  Regulation  and  Control  of  Cannabis  and  Hemp  (IIRCCA),  
as  a  body  attached  to  the  Ministry  of  Health,  with  maximum  decentralization  and  
instrumental  legal  personality  to  manage  funds,  sign  national  or  international  contracts,  
cooperation  or  transfer  agreements  of  resources,  and  receive  donations  from  public  or  
private  entities,  national  or  foreign,  necessary  to  exercise  their  functions  with  strict  
adherence  to  their  material  purpose  and  in  accordance  with  the  present  Law  of  its  creation.

It  will  have  jurisdiction  throughout  the  national  territory.

The  IIRCA  will  be  in  charge  of  carrying  out  all  the  investigations  and  granting  licenses  and  
permits  for  the  use  and  commercialization  of  cannabis  and  hemp  plants,  their  uses  and  the  
products  authorized  in  this  Law.

The  Institute  will  administer  its  funds  through  its  own  checking  accounts,  strictly  necessary,  
in  any  of  the  banks  of  the  National  Banking  System;  and  will  be  authorized  to  request  
credits  or  trusts  to  finance  its  activities,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Law  of  
Financial  Administration  of  the  Republic  and  Public  Budgets,  No.  8131.

TITLE  II

All  these  activities  will  be  subject  to  the  supervision  and  financial  controls  of  the  
corresponding  internal  audit,  as  well  as  to  the  other  provisions  that  govern  the  matter.

RESEARCH,  REGULATION  AND  CONTROL

CHAPTER  I

Article  10.-  Badges
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Article  12.-  Powers  of  the  IIRCA

a)  Grant  concessions,  licenses,  authorizations  and  permits  as  well  as  their  extensions,  
modifications,  assignments  and  cancellations,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  
this  Law  and  its  regulations.

D)  Power  to  sanction  offenders  in  accordance  with  the  prohibitions,  infractions  
and  sanctions  established  in  this  Law.

i)  The  formulation  and  application  of  public  policies  aimed  at  the  regulation  
and  control  of  the  distribution,  marketing,  sale  and  consumption  of  products  
made  with  cannabis  and  hemp.  ii)  Coordination  of  technical  cooperation  

offers  made  to  the  country  in  this  area.  iii)  The  contribution  of  scientific  
evidence,  through  research  and  evaluation  of  the  strategy  for  the  orientation  

of  public  policies  on  cannabis  and  hemp.  iv)  The  regulation  of  advertising  
and  promotion  of  cannabis  and  hemp  products.

C)  Power  to  regulate  all  the  mechanisms  aimed  at  the  authorization  of  agro-
industrial  uses  and  the  commercialization  of  hemp.

b)  Export  manufactured  products  derived  from  cannabis  and  hemp  plants  for  
medicinal,  food  and  industrial  use  in  accordance  with  this  Law.  c)  Create  a  registry  
of  users,  protecting  their  identity,  maintaining  anonymity  and  privacy  in  accordance  
with  article  9  of  the  Protection  Law

G)  Advise  the  Executive  Branch  on:

B)  Power  to  regulate  all  the  mechanisms  and  protocols  for  obtaining  concessions,  
licenses  and  permits,  including  security  protocols  for  the  control  of  seeds,  the  
administration  of  clinics,  laboratories,  manufacturing  standards  for  
pharmaceutical  and  food  products,  farms  of  cultivation  as  well  as  the  types  of  
presentations  of  the  medicines  and  the  authorization  and  certification  of  the  
concentrations  of  THC  and  CBD.

The  following  are  attributions  of  the  IIRCA:

F)  Coordinate  and  participate  with  public  and  private,  national  or  foreign  
institutions  from  the  health  and  education  sectors  in  research  and  projects  
around  the  plants  regulated  in  this  law,  their  uses  and  applications.

E)  The  control  and  supervision  of  the  planting,  cultivation,  harvest,  production,  
reproduction,  storage,  distribution,  industrialization,  commercialization,  export,  
transport  and  sale  of  cannabis  and  hemp,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  
of  this  law  and  current  legislation,  without  prejudice  to  the  powers  attributed  
to  other  public  bodies  and  entities.
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The  Board  of  Directors  will  be  the  hierarch  of  the  Institute  and  its  members  will  be  
people  of  recognized  moral  and  technical  solvency,  with  possession  of  a  university  degree  at

CHAPTER  II

Article  14.-  Board  of  Directors

m)  Certify  for  the  purposes  of  auditing,  transparency  and  banking  control  the  line  of  
business  or  origin  of  the  regulated  activities  and  of  the  resources  obtained  through  the  
concessions,  licenses  and  permits  regulated  in  this  Law.

The  bodies  of  the  Institute  will  
be:  a)  Board  of  Directors  b)  
Executive  Directorate  c)  
Honorary  Technical  Council  d)  
Internal  Audit  Unit

Person  against  the  processing  of  their  personal  data,  Law  No.  8968,  of  July  7,  2011  
and  the  respective  regulations.  The  information  relating  to  the  identity  of  the  holders  of  
the  acts  of  registration  will  have  the  character  of  sensitive  data.  d)  Create  and  maintain  
a  specialized  register  of  food  and  industrial  products  produced  from  the  cannabis  and  
hemp  plants  regulated  in  this  Law.  e)  Create  and  maintain  a  bank  of  authorized  
cannabis  and  hemp  seeds  for  the  purposes  of  research,  production,  cultivation ,  
industrialization,  commercialization.  f)  Go  directly  to  public  bodies  to  collect  and  receive  
the  necessary  information  for  the  fulfillment  of  assigned  tasks.  g)  Enter  into  agreements  
with  public  or  private  institutions  for  the  purpose  of  fulfilling  their  duties,  especially  with  
those  that  have  already  been  assigned  competence  in  the  matter.  h)  Supervise  
compliance  with  the  provisions  in  force  under  his  charge.  i)  Dictate  the  administrative  
acts  necessary  for  the  fulfillment  of  its  tasks.  j)  Determine  and  apply  the  pertinent  
sanctions  for  infractions  to  the  regulatory  norms  established  in  this  law  and  its  
regulations.  k)  Create  and  maintain  in  operation  a  computer  system  that  allows  the  
cross  control  of  the  information  referring  to  medicines  and  foods  derived  from  cannabis  
and  hemp  plants  that  contains  at  least  the  exact  data  of  the  inventories  of  each  
dispensary,  the  sales  of  the  products  and  the  users.  l)  Create  a  registry  of  exports  of  
products  and  medicines  derived  from  cannabis  and  hemp  plants  in  coordination  with  
the  General  Directorate  of  Customs.

Article  13.-  Structure  of  the  Institute

OF  THE  ADMINISTRATION
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Ministry  of  Health.

The  duration  of  the  mandate  of  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Directors  will  be  three  years,  and  they  may  

be  re-elected  for  a  single  consecutive  period.

The  designation  of  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Directors  will  include  that  of  their  corresponding  
alternates.

b)  Prepare  and  approve  the  regulation  of  agriculture  under  controlled  environments  for  the  planting  
and  production  of  cannabis  and  hemp  for  medicinal,  food  and  industrial  use  in  conjunction  with  
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Livestock.

Outgoing  members  will  remain  in  office  until  new  appointed  members  take  over.

c)  Approve  the  statute  of  its  employees  within  six  months  after  its  installation.

The  members  of  the  Board  will  be  remunerated  by  means  of  allowances  per  session,  the  amount  of  
which  will  be  equal  to  seventy-five  percent  (75%)  of  the  allowances  paid  to  the  members  of  the  Board  of  
Directors  of  the  Central  Bank  of  Costa  Rica  for  each  session.  The  number  of  paid  monthly  sessions  may  
not  exceed  ten  sessions  per  month,  between  ordinary  and  extraordinary  sessions.

The  Board  of  Directors  must  have  at  least  four  ordinary  and  two  extraordinary  sessions  per  month.  
Resolutions  will  be  adopted  by  simple  majority  and  there  will  be  a  quorum  of  five  members.

Article  15.-  Powers  of  the  Board  of  Directors

The  Board  of  Directors,  in  its  capacity  as  the  highest  administrative  body  of  the

less  than  a  bachelor's  degree  and  enrolled  in  the  respective  Professional  Association.  It  will  be  made  up  
of  seven  members:

Institute  (IIRCA),  will  have  the  following  attributions:

a)  A  representative  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  who  will  preside.  b)  A  
representative  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Livestock.  c)  A  representative  
of  the  National  Seed  Office.  d)  A  representative  of  the  University  of  Costa  Rica.  
e)  A  representative  of  the  Technological  Institute  of  Costa  Rica.  f)  A  
representative  of  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons.  g)  A  representative  
of  the  College  of  Pharmacists.

Within  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Directors  there  must  be  at  least  one  professional  in  toxicology,  one  

in  microbiology,  one  in  biochemistry  and  one  in  medicine.

a)  Project  the  General  Regulations  of  the  IIRCA  and  submit  it  for  the  approval  of  the
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p)  Know  and  approve  the  annual  work  plans,  budgets  and  their  modifications,  as  
well  as  monitor  their  consistency.  q)  Approve  the  organization  and  operation  

regulations.  r)  Know  the  six-monthly  reports  on  the  work  of  the  Executive  
Directorate  and  the  Internal  Audit.  These  reports  must  be  published  in  electronic  

media  so  that  they  are  accessible  to  the  public  and  may  be  subject  to  citizen  
oversight  and  control.  s)  Supervise,  through  the  coordination  and  collaboration  
of  the  College  of  Pharmacists  and  the  Ministry  of  Health,  all  private  clinics  and  

pharmacies  of  the  Costa  Rican  Social  Security  Fund  that  issue  medicines  derived  
from  cannabis  or  hemp.  t)  Hear  and  resolve  the  appeal  resources  filed  against  
the  acts  of  the  Executive  Directorate  and  the  revocation  and  appeal  against  
its  own  acts.

g)  Approve  plans,  programs  and  special  projects.  h)  Submit  
the  report  and  the  annual  balance  of  the  IIRCA  before  the  hierarchs  of  the

l)  Elect,  in  the  first  session  of  each  year,  a  secretary,  a  treasurer  and  four  
members.  The  member  will  first  replace  the  president  in  his  absences,  
impediments  and  temporary  excuses;  when  both  are  absent,  the  Board  will  
designate  an  interim  president.  If  the  secretary  is  missing,  one  will  be  
appointed  ad  hoc.  m)  Appoint  and  remove  the  executive  director.  n)  Appoint  

the  auditor,  for  which  he  must  follow  the  procedure  indicated  in  the  General  Law  
of  Internal  Control,  Law  No.  8292,  of  July  31,  2002  and  its  reforms  and  in  the  

Organic  Law  of  the  Comptroller  General  of  the  Republic,  Law  No.  7428 ,  of  
September  7,  1994  and  its  reforms.  o)  Determine  the  general  policy  of  the  
Institute,  within  the  fields  of  action

f)  Independently  authorize  each  of  the  exports  of  cannabis  or  hemp  for  medicinal,  
food  or  industrial  use.

k)  In  general,  carry  out  all  civil  and  commercial  acts,  dictate  acts  of  internal  
administration  and  carry  out  material  operations  inherent  to  its  general  powers  
of  administration,  in  accordance  with  the  tasks  and  specialization  of  the  IIRCA.

d)  Fix  the  increases  of  each  one  of  the  qualifying  titles.  e)  
Approve  its  budget  and  submit  it  to  the  Executive  Power  for  its  knowledge,

assigned  by  laws  and  regulations.

Ministry  of  Health.  
i)  Administer  the  resources  and  goods  of  the  
IIRCA.  j)  Acquire,  encumber  and  dispose  of  all  kinds  of  assets.  In  the  case  of  real  

estate,  it  must  be  resolved  by  a  qualified  majority  of  at  least  five  members.

together  with  the  activity  plan.
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a)  Comply  with  and  enforce  the  rules  in  force  in  matters  of  competence  of  the  IIRCA.  b)  
Execute  the  plans,  programs  and  resolutions  approved  by  the  Board  of  Directors.  c)  Carry  

out  all  the  tasks  inherent  to  the  administration  of  the  personnel  and  the  internal  organization  
of  the  IIRCA.  It  must  create  a  suitable  administrative  structure  and  appoint  qualified  
personnel  to  carry  out  its  functions.  d)  Render  accounts  through  half-yearly  reports  to  the  
IIRCA  Board  of  Directors.  e)  Any  other  that  the  Board  of  Directors  entrusts  or  delegates.

The  Honorary  Council  will  be  made  up  of  a  representative  from  each  of  the  following  
organizations:

In  addition,  it  will  carry  out  the  tasks  attributed  to  it  by  the  regulations  and  will  be  responsible  
for  initiating  legal  actions  in  defense  of  the  Institute's  rights,  when  determined  by  the  Board  
of  Directors.

Cannabis.

The  Executive  Director  will  attend  the  sessions  of  the  Board  of  Directors  with  voice  and  
without  vote,  and  will  have  the  following  powers:

b)  A  representative  for  the  licensees  for  Dispensaries.

The  Executive  Directorate  is  a  subordinate  body  of  the  Board  of  Directors;  It  will  be  headed  
by  an  executive  director,  who  must  have  at  least  a  master's  degree  in  administration  or  law  
and  five  years  of  professional  experience.  He  will  be  the  highest  ranking  official,  for  
purposes  of  management  and  administration  of  the  Institute  and  will  exercise  the  judicial  
and  extrajudicial  representation  of  the  IIRCA.  It  will  correspond  to  collaborate,  immediately,  
with  the  Board  of  Directors  in  the  planning,  organization  and  control  of  the  Institution;  as  
well  as  in  the  formalization,  execution  and  monitoring  of  its  investigations  and  policies.

a)  A  representative  for  each  Category  of  concessionaires  for  Cultivation  of

Their  remuneration  will  be  set  by  the  Board  of  Directors  charged  to  the  resources  of  the  
Institute.

Article  16.-  Executive  Directorate

Article  17.-  Honorary  Technical  Council

The  Executive  Director  will  be  subject  to  the  obligation  established  in  article  4  of  Law  8422,  
Law  against  corruption  and  illicit  enrichment  in  public  office.

He  will  be  appointed  by  agreement  of  two  thirds  of  the  Board  of  Directors.  He  will  be  
contracted  for  three-year  renewable  periods.  For  his  dismissal  or  non-renewal  of  the  
contract,  the  Board  of  Directors  must  have  the  same  majority  of  the  votes  required  for  his  
appointment.
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The  technical  and  administrative  structure  of  the  Internal  Audit  Unit  will  be  established  
by  regulation.

The  organization  and  operation  of  the  Internal  Audit  will  be  governed  in  accordance  
with  the  provisions  of  the  General  Law  of  Internal  Control,  No.  8292.

Article  18.-  Actions  of  the  Honorary  Technical  Council

The  IIRCA  will  have  an  Internal  Audit,  which  will  function  under  the  immediate  direction  
and  responsibility  of  an  auditor,  who  must  be  a  certified  public  accountant,  with  
extensive  experience  in  computer  systems  and  in  internal  and  external  auditing  in  the  
public  sector.  The  Internal  Audit  will  have  the  necessary  resources  for  the  adequate  
fulfillment  of  its  functions.

The  respective  regulations  will  establish  what  corresponds  to  the  quorum,  sessions  
and  procedures  for  interaction  and  communication  with  the  IIRCA  Board  of  Directors.

Article  19.-  Internal  Audit

c)  A  representative  for  the  licensees  for  Hemp  Cultivation.  d)  The  
Drug  and  Narcotics  Surveillance  Board.  e)  A  representative  of  the  
National  Mental  Health  Council.  f)  A  representative  of  the  Institute  of  
Alcoholism  and  Drug  Addiction.  g)  A  representative  of  the  Costa  Rican  
Institute  against  Drugs.  h)  A  representative  of  the  National  Council  of  
Rectors.  i)  A  representative  of  the  Ministry  of  Science  and  Technology.

The  Internal  Audit  will  exercise  its  functions  with  functional  independence  and  criteria,  
with  respect  to  the  hierarch  and  the  other  organs  of  the  administration.  Its  organization  
and  operation  will  be  governed  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Organic  Law  
of  the  Comptroller  General  of  the  Republic,  the  Manual  for  the  exercise  of  internal  
audits  and  any  other  provisions  issued  by  the  comptroller  body.

a)  Advising  on  the  preparation  of  plans  and  programs  prior  to  their  approval.  b)  
Advising  on  everything  that  the  Board  of  Directors  requests.  c)  Advising  on  safety,  
quality,  innocuousness  and  traceability  of  cannabis  and  hemp  seeds  and  plants  for  
the  fulfillment  of  the  purposes  established  in  this  law.  d)  Opining  on  any  other  issue  
related  to  the  tasks  of  the  IIRCA,  when  it  deems  it  appropriate.

The  Honorary  Technical  Council,  in  its  capacity  as  a  consultative  body  of  the  Institute,  
may  issue  non-binding  criteria  and  will  act:
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ARTICLE  22.-  Bankruptcy  procedure

In  order  to  obtain  a  concession,  the  interested  parties  must  demonstrate  economic  
solvency,  transparency  in  the  origin  of  their  capital,  have  a  business  history  and  
philosophy  in  accordance  with  the  values  and  ethical  principles  of  our  country  and  
comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  Law  on  narcotics,  psychotropic  substances,

The  auditing  person  may  only  be  suspended  or  removed  from  office  for  just  cause  
and  by  decision  issued  by  the  Board  of  Directors,  with  observance  of  due  process.  
For  the  dismissal,  the  same  number  of  votes  necessary  to  appoint  him  will  be  
required,  in  accordance  with  the  Organic  Law  of  the  Comptroller  General  of  the  
Republic,  No.  7428  and  the  provisions  of  the  Comptroller  General  of  the  Republic.

Concession  will  be  granted  for  agricultural,  industrial  and  commercial  activities  
related  to  manufactured  products  derived  from  cannabis  and  hemp  plants  indicated  
in  article  1  of  this  Law.  Said  concession  will  enable  its  owner  to  cultivate,  stockpile,  
harvest,  produce,  industrialize ,  transportation,  distribution,  commercialization,  sale  
and  consumption  of  manufactured  products  derived  from  cannabis  and  hemp  plants  
authorized  in  accordance  with  the  uses  and  purposes  provided  in  this  Law.  The  
concession  will  be  granted  for  a  specific  coverage  area,  local,  regional  or  national,  in  
such  a  way  as  to  guarantee  the  necessary  and  adequate  production  for  the  national  
demand  and  the  morbidity  conditions  of  the  country's  inhabitants,  without  excluding  
the  possibility  of  exporting  manufactured  goods  derived  from  said  plants.

The  audit  person  will  be  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Directors,  through  the  favorable  
vote  of  two  thirds  of  its  members.  It  will  be  subject  to  the  same  limitations  that  this  
Law  and  its  Regulations  establish  for  the  Executive  Directorate,  insofar  as  they  are  
applicable.

ARTICLE  21.-  Concessions

Article  20.-  Appointment  of  the  auditor

The  concessions  will  be  granted  by  the  IIRCA  through  the  public  tender  procedure,  
in  accordance  with  the  Administrative  Contracting  Law  and  its  regulations.  In  addition,  
it  will  be  in  charge  of  carrying  out  the  procedures  for  terminating  the  contract  and  the  
declaration  of  termination  and  may  establish  all  kinds  of  precautionary  measures,  
including  the  provision  on  products  derived  from  cannabis  and  hemp,  in  the  event  
that  the  contract  is  terminated  or  terminated.

OF  THE  ENABLING  TITLES

CHAPTER  III
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criminal  record  established  by  IIRCA.

SAW.  Only  one  concession  per  natural  or  legal  person  is  allowed.  No  concessionaire  
may  assign  its  concession  to  another  concessionaire.

Article  23.-  Conditions  and  types  of  concessions.

VII.  All  concessions  are  subject  to  the  rules  and  regulations

IV.  Each  applicant  and  their  employees  must  comply  with  a  verification  of

established  by  IIRCA.

In  addition,  the  bidders  must  undertake  to  authorize  and  cover  the  necessary  expenses  
to  carry  out  all  types  of  research  on  the  origin  of  their  capital,  including  the  lifting  of  
the  banking  veil  at  the  request  of  the  IIRCA,  in  accordance  with  the  procedure  
established  in  article  106  Ter  of  the  Law  for  compliance  with  the  tax  transparency  
standard,  Law  No.  9068,  of  September  10,  2012,  published  on  September  28,  2012.  
In  the  event  that  said  capital  does  not  have  a  verifiable  legal  source  or  is  of  doubtful  
origin,  it  will  be  sufficient  reason  to  dismiss  the  offer.

VII.  Any  cannabis  cultivation  licensee  is  eligible  to  obtain  a  license  for  the  cultivation  of  
industrial  and/or  food  hemp  upon  payment  of  the  respective  fee.

III.  Any  concessionaire  may  prepare  food  with  the  indicated  plants  in  compliance  with  
health  legislation  and  other  regulations  established  by  the  Ministry  of  Health.

IX.  All  concessionaires  will  be  required  to  sell  to  the  IIRCA  the  entire  stock  of  raw  or  
manufactured  cannabis  or  hemp  for  medicinal  use  at  the  price  established  in  this  
Law,  to  cover  the  demand  for  medicines  agreed  with  the  CCSS  and  in  authorized  
presentations.  The  IIRCA,  in  coordination  with  the  CCSS,  must  identify  and  
maintain  an  inventory  of  medicines  to  meet  the  demand  of  patients  who  come  to  
the  CCSS  to  receive  the  alternative  treatments  regulated  in  this  Law.

drugs  for  unauthorized  use,  related  activities,  money  laundering  and  financing  of  
terrorism,  Law  No.  8402,  of  November  26,  2001.

V.  The  IIRCA  will  define  the  specific  areas  of  the  country  and  the  minimum  size  suitable  
for  each  type  of  concession.

II.  For  State  control  purposes,  42  grower  concessions  will  be  available  for  the  entire  
country,  in  order  to  avoid  the  creation  of  any  type  of  monopoly.  However,  the  
IIRCA  will  be  authorized  so  that,  in  the  event  that  the  authorized  production  of  
cannabis  is  not  sufficient  due  to  the  demand  for  medicines,  it  may  increase  the  
authorized  production  or  the  number  of  concessions.

I.  There  will  be  three  categories  of  concessions  (A,  B  and  C)  available  to  allow  a  
greater  spectrum  of  beneficiaries  and  improve  the  socio-economic  conditions  of  
national  producers.
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SAW.  Concessionaires  under  this  category  may  produce  those  cannabis  and  hemp  
medications  indicated  by  this  Law  and  required  by  the  IIRCA.

B)  Category  B  
I.  Category  B:  35%  of  the  total  national  production  will  be  in  charge  of  this  category  

and  will  have  13  concessions  available  for  growers.

The  cost  of  each  concession  available  for  this  category  is  $150,000.00  US  
(one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  US  dollars)  or  its  equivalent  in  colones.  The  
term  of  the  concession  will  be  four  years,  renewable  at  the  end  of  each  period  
for  an  equal  term,  prior  payment  of  the  corresponding  amount.

III.  A  requirement  for  dealers  in  this  category  is  to  be  able  to  produce  up  to  450  
kilograms  per  year  of  flower  from  cannabis  plants,  with  the

V.  Also,  it  is  a  mandatory  condition  for  this  category  of  concessionaires  to  have  an  
adequate  laboratory  for  plant  breeding,  reproduction  and  seed  research,  as  
well  as  another  for  the  processing  and  preparation  of  medicines  and  other  
medicinal  and  food  products  in  the  different  presentations  and  routes  authorized  
by  this  Law,  which  will  be  required  by  the  IIRCA  for  the  purposes  of  distribution  
in  CCSS  pharmacies  and  clinics.

A)  Category  A  
I.  Category  A:  50%  of  the  total  national  production  will  be  in  charge  of  this  category  

and  will  have  8  concessions  available  for  growers.

The  cost  of  each  concession  available  for  this  category  is  US$75,000.00  
(seventy-five  thousand  US  dollars)  or  its  equivalent  in  colones,  valid  for  a  
period  of  four  years  and  may  be  renewed  at  the  end  of  each  period  for  a  period  
equal  to  that  prior  payment  of  the  corresponding  amount.

II.

II.

Article  24.  Categories  of  Concessions  
The  concessions  will  be  divided  and  classified  in  three  categories.

The  IIRCA  or  any  category  A  concessionaire  authorized  by  the  IIRCA  may  
export  manufactured  cannabis  or  hemp  for  medicinal  or  food  use,  once  they  
have  provided  adequate  supplies  for  the  country.

IV.  A  requirement  for  concessionaires  in  this  category  is  to  be  able  to  produce  up  to  
one  ton  of  flower  or  other  parts  of  the  cannabis  plant  annually,  with  the  controlled  
environment  agriculture  system,  whose  facilities  for  this  greenhouse  may  not  
exceed  one  thousand  square  meters,  in  accordance  with  the  regulatory  
provisions  established  in  this  Law  and  the  regulations  to  be  issued  by  the  IIRCA.  
Production  will  be  subject  to  the  needs  of  the  IIRCA.

III.  This  concession  allows  growers  to  have  a  dispensary  license  within  their  own  
facilities,  the  cost  of  which  would  be  included  in  the  fee  paid.  Said  licenses  will  
not  apply  or  be  deducted  from  the  number  of  licenses  provided  in  this  Law  for  
regular  clinics.
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V.  Concessionaires  under  this  category  may  only  produce  cannabis  for  medicinal  use  in  
the  forms  of  oil  and  flower  to  be  sold  to  the  IIRCA,  directly,  or  to  the  laboratories  of  
the  Category  A  concessionaires  that  the  IIRCA  has  previously  authorized.

The  contest  poster  must  establish,  at  a  minimum,  the  following:

C)  Category  C  
I.  Category  C:  15%  of  the  total  national  production  will  be  in  charge  of  this  category,  it  

will  have  21  concessions  available  for  growers.

b)  The  types  of  activities  subject  to  the  concession,  their  modalities  of  use  and  
coverage  area.

IV.  Concessionaires  in  this  category  may  not  have  a  laboratory  for  plant  breeding,  
reproduction  and  seed  research.

c)  The  obligations  of  the  concessionaires  in  accordance  with  each  authorized  
activity,  as  appropriate.

IV.  These  concessionaires  may  not  have  a  laboratory  for  the  breeding,  reproduction  and  
research  of  seeds  or  for  the  industrialization,  processing  or  preparation  of  
pharmaceutical  drugs  for  distribution  in  dispensaries  and  may  only  process  cannabis  
flowers  and  oils  to  be  sold  directly  to  the  IIRCA. ,  or  to  the  laboratories  of  the  
Category  A  concessionaires  that  the  IIRCA  has  previously  authorized.

a)  The  date,  time  and  place  of  presentation  of  the  bids,  as  well  as  the  
requirements  that  the  bidders  must  meet  and  other  information  that  must  be  
submitted.

II.

d)  The  deadlines  for  queries  and  clarifications  to  the  cartel.

system  of  agriculture  under  a  controlled  environment  in  accordance  with  the  
regulatory  provisions  established  in  this  Law  and  the  regulations  to  be  issued  by  
the  IIRCA.  Production  will  be  subject  to  the  needs  of  the  IIRCA.

ARTICLE  25.-  Poster  of  the  contest

III.  A  requirement  for  concessionaires  in  this  category  is  to  be  able  to  produce  up  to  120  
kilograms  per  year  of  flower  from  cannabis  plants  with  the  controlled  environment  
agriculture  system,  in  accordance  with  the  regulatory  provisions  established  in  this  
Law  and  the  regulations  to  be  issued  by  the  IIRCA.  Production  will  be  subject  to  the  
needs  of  the  IIRCA.

The  cost  of  each  concession  available  for  this  category  is  $35,000.00  US  (thirty-
five  thousand  US  dollars)  or  its  equivalent  in  colones,  valid  for  a  period  of  four  
years  and  may  be  renewed  at  the  end  of  each  period  for  an  equal  period  and  upon  
payment  of  the  corresponding  amount.
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Whoever  can  appeal  and  does  not  do  so  or  does  not  allege  the  violations  or  losses  to  
which  they  are  entitled,  may  not  use  these  arguments  in  the  appeal  filed  against  the  
adjudication  act.

h)  The  participation  and  compliance  guarantees  provided  by  the  IIRCA.

g)  The  conditions  and  schedule  for  payment  of  the  consideration,  when  
appropriate.

ARTICLE  27.-  Presentation  of  offers

i)  Fines  and  penalties  for  breach  of  the  concession  contract.

The  offers  will  be  submitted  to  the  IIRCA,  in  accordance  with  the  terms  established  in  
the  poster.  The  presentation  of  the  offer  implies  the  full  submission  of  the  bidder,  both  to  
the  Costa  Rican  legal  system  and  to  the  general  and  particular  rules  of  the  contest.

ARTICLE  28.-  Selection  of  the  concessionaire  and  adjudication  
The  concessionaire  will  be  selected  from  among  the  offers  presented,  in  accordance  
with  the  rules  of  the  cartel  and  according  to  the  system  established  in  the  bidding  rules.

i) The  draft  contract  to  be  signed  with  the  dealer.

ARTICLE  26.-  Objection  to  the  cartel

An  objection  appeal  may  be  lodged  against  the  cartel,  within  the  first  third  of  the  term  
for  presenting  offers.  The  appeal,  duly  founded,  will  be  presented  before  the  Office  of  
the  Comptroller  General  of  the  Republic.

e)  The  amount  of  the  annual  canon  and  the  financial,  technical  and  legal  
requirements  that  will  be  assessed  in  the  qualification  of  the  offers  and  the  
methodology  that  will  be  used.

Any  potential  offeror,  or  his  representative,  may  file  an  objection  to  the  cartel  when  he  
considers  that  procedural  defects  have  been  incurred  or  in  some  violation  of  the  
fundamental  principles  of  administrative  contracting,  technical  specifications  have  been  
omitted,  or  has  been  broken,  somehow,  the  regulatory  order  of  matter.

F) The  period  of  validity  of  the  concession.

The  objection  resource  must  be  resolved  within  ten  business  days  following  its  
presentation.
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Eligible  offers  will  be  evaluated  by  the  IIRCA,  which  will  be  responsible  for  deciding  
whether  the  award  proceeds  or  not.

If  the  contract  whose  adjudication  is  contested  has  been  executed  or  is  in  the  course  
of  being  executed,  the  ruling  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff  may  only  recognize  the  damages  
caused.

Any  party  that  has  a  legitimate,  current,  own  and  direct  interest  may  file  the  appeal.  
Likewise,  whoever  has  submitted  an  offer,  under  any  title  of  representation,  on  behalf  
of  a  third  party,  will  be  entitled  to  appeal.

of

The  final  resolution  or  the  order  that  puts  an  end  to  the  appeal,  will  consider  the  
administrative  channel  exhausted.  Within  three  business  days  after  the  communication,  
the  interested  party  may  challenge  the  final  act  without  suspensive  effects,  in  
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  current  contentious-administrative  legislation.

the

ARTICLE  29.-  Appeal  of  the  award  Against  the  act  
of  award,  an  appeal  may  be  lodged,  within  ten  business  days  following  the  publication  
of  the  agreement  in  the  official  gazette  La  Gaceta.  The  appeal,  duly  substantiated,  will  
be  filed  with  the  Office  of  the  Comptroller  General  of  the  Republic.

Sign  the  act  of  adjudication,  and  with  the  authorization  agreement  of  the  IIRCA  Board  
of  Directors,  the  executive  director  of  said  institution  will  sign  the  respective  contract  
with  the  concessionaire,  which  must  specify  the  conditions  and  obligations  that  said  
concessionaire  must  comply  with,  in  accordance  with  this  Law,  its  regulations,  the  
bases  of  the  call,  the  offer  and  the  act  of  adjudication.  The  contract  must  be  endorsed  
by  the  Comptroller  General  of  the  Republic.

The  re-adjudication  may  also  be  appealed  when  the  causes  of  the  disagreement  have  
arisen  from  the  reason  that  founded  the  act  of  adjudication.

The  award  agreement  must  be  published  in  the  official  gazette  La  Gaceta  within  ten  
(10)  business  days.

ARTICLE  30.-  Concession  contract

The  appeal  must  be  resolved  within  forty  business  days  following  the  initial  transfer  
order.  This  period  may  be  extended  by  reasoned  resolution  for  up  to  another  twenty  
business  days,  in  very  qualified  cases,  when  it  is  necessary  to  collect  expert  evidence  
that  is  especially  important  to  resolve  the  appeal,  and  that  due  to  its  complexity  cannot  
be  rendered  within  the  normal  resolution  period.
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Only  the  IIRCA  and  the  holders  of  a  Category  A  concession  may  import  cannabis  and  
hemp  seeds  for  sowing  and  reproduction,  for  which  they  will  require  the  prior  
authorization  of  the  IIRCA  and  prior  payment  of  the  amount  established  by  the  IIRCA.  
Concessionaires  will  have  the  obligation  to  share  the

ARTICLE  31.-  Assignment  
Concessions  may  be  assigned  with  the  prior  authorization  of  the  IIRCA  Board  of  
Directors.

The  IIRCA  will  make  a  call  for  expressions  of  interest  to  select  natural  and  legal  persons  
interested  in  obtaining  a  license  for  a  dispensary  or  for  the  cultivation  of  hemp.

No  concessionaire  may  assign  its  concession  to  another  concessionaire.

c)  That  the  transferor  has  exploited  the  concession  for  at  least  two  years  and  
has  complied  with  the  obligations  and  other  conditions  established  for  this  
purpose  in  the  concession  contract.

1)  Seed  import  license

To  obtain  a  license,  interested  parties  must  demonstrate  economic  solvency  and  
transparency  in  the  origin  of  their  capital.

d)  That  the  assignment  does  not  affect  effective  competition  in  the  market.

a)  That  the  assignee  meets  the  same  requirements  as  the  assignor.  

b)  That  the  assignee  undertakes  to  comply  with  the  same  obligations  acquired  
by  the  assignor  and  submit  to  all  investigations  requested  by  the  IIRCA  
regarding  the  origin  of  their  capital.  (Added  by  the  Ministry  of  Security,  p.  3)

The  IIRCA  will  establish  the  respective  procedure  for  granting  the  following  licenses:

Article  32.-  Licenses.

To  approve  the  transfer,  the  following  requirements  must  be  verified  as  a  minimum:

Article  33.-  Types  of  licenses.

Once  the  transfer  is  authorized,  the  respective  contract  must  be  signed  with  the  new  
concessionaire.
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II.  Each  license  will  be  valid  for  four  years,  renewable  for  the  same  period  and  must  be  renewed  before  

the  end  of  the  previous  period  upon  payment  of  the  respective  amount.

I.  One  hundred  and  seventy-eight  (178)  will  be  available  for  the  cultivation  of  hemp

YO.

alimentary.

III.  There  will  be  55  dispensary  licenses  for  the  entire  country.  This  is  based  on  a  market  average  of  70,000  

people,  in  which  each  business  has  the  potential  of  1,500  patients.

licenses.

II.  Each  license  will  be  valid  for  two  years  and  may  be  renewed  before  the  end  of  the  corresponding  

period  for  an  equal  term  upon  payment  of  the  corresponding  amounts.

IV.  Each  applicant  must  comply  with  a  criminal  background  check  established  by  IIRCA.

V.  Licensees  may  establish  their  business  anywhere  within  the  country.  (The  issue  of  distances  to  

educational  centers  was  eliminated  on  the  recommendation  of  PANI,  observation  of  Technical  

Services  and  others).

III.  For  the  preparation  of  food,  they  must  meet  the  requirements  established  by  health  legislation  and  other  

regulations  established  by  the  Ministry  of  Health.

SAW.  Only  one  license  per  natural  or  legal  person  is  allowed.

research  that  they  carry  out  on  seeds  with  the  IIRCA  and  donate  at  least  thirty  percent  (30%)  of  their  

seeds  to  the  IIRCA  so  that  it  can  use  them  in  research,  reproduction  and  distribution  of  seeds.

VII.  All  licenses  are  subject  to  the  rules  and  regulations  established  by  IIRCA.

IV.  Each  applicant  and  their  employees  must  comply  with  a  background  check  established  by  IIRCA.  In  
addition,  they  must  comply  with  the  provisions  that  the  IIRCA  establishes  in  terms  of  safety  and  

production  control.

V.  Only  one  license  per  natural  or  legal  person  is  allowed.

VII.  Each  license  enables  the  sale  of  manufactured  products  derived  from  cannabis  and  hemp  plants  for  

medicinal  and  food  use.

2)  Dispensary  licenses.

SAW.  Each  applicant  must  register  with  IIRCA  the  GPS  (Global  Positioning  System)  coordinates  of  the  area  

licensed  for  hemp  cultivation.

VII.  The  seeds  used  by  the  licensee  must  be  registered  with  the  National  Seed  Office  and  may  not  contain  

more  than  0.5%  THC.

The  cost  of  each  annual  license  will  be  $10,000.00  US  (US  dollars)  or  its  equivalent  in  colones.

3)  Licenses  for  the  cultivation  of  the  hemp  plant  for  industrial  use  and
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established  by  IIRCA.

b.  Category  E:  from  3.1  to  9.9  hectares  available  for  cultivation.  55  
licenses  available  for  this  category.  The  cost  of  each  license  
available  for  this  category  is  $15,000.00  US  (fifteen  thousand  US  
dollars)  or  its  equivalent  in  colones.  It  is  a  mandatory  requirement  
to  have  at  least  three  point  one  (3.1)  hectares  available  for  hemp  
cultivation  and  a  maximum  of  nine  point  nine  (9.9)  hectares.

IX.  All  licenses  are  subject  to  the  rules  and  regulations

X.  Hemp  licenses  are  divided  and  classified  into  three  categories  according  to  the  
size  of  the  crop:  a.  Category  D:  10  hectares  or  more  available  for  cultivation.  

34  licenses  available  for  this  category.  The  cost  of  each  license  available  
for  this  category  is  $30,000.00  US  (thirty  thousand  US  dollars)  or  its  
equivalent  in  colones.  It  is  mandatory  to  have  at  least  ten  (10)  
hectares  available  for  hemp  cultivation.

c.  Category  F:  from  1  to  3  hectares  available  for  cultivation.  89  
licenses  available  for  this  category.  The  cost  of  each  license  
available  for  this  category  is  $5,000.00  US  (five  thousand  US  
dollars)  or  its  equivalent  in  colones.  It  is  mandatory  to  have  at  least  
one  (1)  hectare  available  for  hemp  cultivation  and  a  maximum  of  
three  (3)  hectares.

VII.  Any  seed  that  is  going  to  be  sold  to  the  end  user  must  be  processed  in  such  a  way  
that  it  cannot  germinate  because  it  is  basically  food.
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For  the  purposes  of  this  Law,  the  following  are  grounds  for  resolution  and  termination  
of  the  concession  contract:

and)

1)  The  resolution  of  the  concession  contract  proceeds  by  the  following

The  recurrence  of  very  serious  infractions,  in  accordance  with  
article  51  of  this  Law,  during  the  term  of  validity  of  the  enabling  title.

Causes:

The  declaration  of  resolution  of  the  contract  will  be  preceded  by  an  administrative  
process  that  will  respect  the  rules  of  due  process.  The  holder  of  the  concession  whose  
resolution  has  been  declared  due  to  a  serious  breach  of  its  obligations,  will  be  unable  
to  maintain  new  concessions  and

a)  When  the  concessionaire  has  not  carried  out  the  authorized  activities  
for  the  fulfillment  of  the  requested  purposes  after  one  year  of  having  
been  assigned  or  having  been  granted  the  extension.

b) Non-compliance  with  the  obligations  and  conditions  established  
in  this  Law,  the  regulations  that  are  issued  for  this  purpose  or  those  
imposed  in  the  concession  contract,  except  if  fortuitous  event  or  force  
majeure  is  verified.

Article  34.-  Transportation  permits  
Concessionaires  and  licensees  must  request  special  permits  for  the  transportation  of  
cannabis  and  hemp  products  in  accordance  with  the  safety,  security,  labeling  and  
packaging  requirements  that  the  IIRCA  must  establish  by  regulation.

c)

These  permits  must  be  accompanied  by  a  custody  service.  The  permit  and  the  custody  
service  for  products  derived  from  cannabis  and  hemp  are  exclusive  to  the  applicants  
and  will  be  valid  for  up  to  one  year,  extendable  for  equal  periods.

Non-compliance  or  delay  of  at  least  two  months  in  the  payment  
of  the  annual,  biannual  or  multi-annual  fee  for  the  permit,  license  and  
concession,  as  applicable  to  the  IIRCA  and  the  tax  obligations  imposed.

ARTICLE  35.-  Resolution  and  termination  of  concessions,  licenses  and  permits.

d)  Failure  to  cooperate  with  the  competent  public  authorities  in  the  cases  
established  in  this  law  and  in  the  General  Health  Law,  Law  No.  5395.
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The  expiration  of  the  agreed  term.

When  the  termination  occurs  for  reasons  beyond  the  control  of  the  concessionaire,  their  
right  to  receive  the  compensation  that  corresponds  according  to  this  Law  and  the  
concession  contract  will  be  protected.

b)

Article  36.-  Card  for  patients  of  medical  cannabis  products.

The  impossibility  of  compliance  as  a  result  of  measures  adopted  
by  the  Powers  of  the  State.

The  IIRCA  will  be  in  charge  of  approving  each  patient's  application  and  will  process  the  
patient's  registration  identification  cards  upon  medical  recommendation  from  at  least  
one  doctor  who  deals,  mainly,  with  cancer  such  as  Palliative  and  Pain  Medicine,  Medical  
Oncologists,  Hematologists  and  those  who  treat  patients  with  diseases  such  as  AIDS  
and  learn  about  medicines  derived  from  cannabis  and  hemp  plants,  all  with  a  view  to  
the  patient's  medical  file.

c)

Physicians  are  authorized  to  carry  out  the  procedures  for  obtaining  the  card  and  may  
withdraw  it  on  behalf  of  the  patient,  upon  request  by  the  patient.

The  rescue  for  reasons  of  public  interest.

A  patient  who  no  longer  has  a  medical  condition  diagnosed  for  the  use  of  medical  
cannabis  or  hemp  shall  return  their  registration  identification  card  to  the  treating  
physician  within  twenty-four  hours  of  receiving  such  discharge  diagnosis  from  their  
physician.

d)

Cards  for  the  consumption  of  cannabis  or  hemp  medications  may  not  be  granted  to  
persons  who  have  been  convicted  of  crimes  related  to  drug  trafficking  or  to  those  who  
have  a  police  record  for

authorizations  of  those  provided  for  in  this  Law,  for  a  minimum  period  of  three  years  
and  a  maximum  of  five  years,  counted  from  the  finality  of  the  resolution.

The  mutual  agreement  of  the  granting  administration  and  the  
concessionaire.  This  agreement  must  be  duly  reasoned  taking  into  
consideration  the  public  interest.

2)  Concessions,  licenses  and  permits  are  extinguished  for  the  following  reasons:

and)

a)

The  dissolution  of  the  concessionaire  legal  entity.
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Article  37.-  Registration  of  medicines

CHAPTER  IV

The  IIRCA  shall  create  and  maintain  a  confidential  computerized  registry  of  patients  
who  have  applied  and  are  entitled  to  receive  a  registry  identification  card.

To  be  included  in  the  registry,  the  patient  must  provide  the  following  information  to  
the  IIRCA:

The  card  or  patient  identification  card  with  access  to  cannabis  and/or  hemp  medicines  
will  be  renewable  by  individualized  medical  prescription  on  a  case-by-case  basis,  in  
accordance  with  the  provisions  established  by  the  IIRCA.

No  individual  shall  be  permitted  to  gain  access  to  any  information  about  patients  in  
the  confidential  registry  to  be  managed  by  the  IIRCA,  or  any  information  otherwise  
maintained  by  the  IIRCA  about  physicians  and  primary  caregivers,  except  employees  
authorized  by  the  IIRCA  in  the  course  of  their  duties.  health  officials  and  police  
officers  authorized  by  the  IIRCA,  who  have  stopped  or  arrested  a  person  who  alleges  
to  be  participating  in  the  medicinal  use  of  cannabis  and/or  medicinal  hemp  in  
possession  of  a  registration  identification  card  or  its  functional  equivalent.  State  or  
local  law  enforcement  officials  shall  have  access  to  the  information  contained  within  
the  confidential  IIRCA  registry  solely  for  the  purpose  of  verifying  that  the  individual  
who  has  presented  the  registry  identification  card  to  a  state  or  local  law  enforcement  
official ,  is  legally  in  possession  of  said  card.

Article  38.-  Patient  registration

possession,  transfer  or  consumption  of  illegal  drugs,  unless  it  can  be  shown  that  
there  is  no  risk  to  the  patient's  health.

The  Ministry  of  Health  is  empowered  to  oversee  this  patient  registry  and  the  delivery  
and  validity  of  registry  identification  cards.

For  the  registration  of  cannabis  and  hemp-based  medicines,  the  provisions  of  the  
General  Health  Law,  Law  No.  5395,  will  apply.  The  technical-scientific  verification  of  
compliance  with  the  CBD  and  THC  ranges  established  in  this  Law  will  be  essential.

OF  THE  RECORDS

Access  to  this  registry  must  be  restricted  only  to  dispensaries  duly  authorized  by  the  
IIRCA  for  the  dispatch  of  medications.
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To  be  attended  by  the  CCSS  you  must  be  duly  insured  and  up  to  date  with  your  
obligations;

(IV)  The  name  and  address  of  the  patient's  first  caregiver,  if  one  was  designated  
at  the  time  of  application.

Within  thirty  calendar  days  of  receiving  the  information  referred  to  in  the  preceding  
subparagraphs,  the  IIRCA  must  verify  the  medical  information  contained  in  the  
written  documentation.  The  IIRCA  shall  notify  the  applicant  that  their  application  for  
a  registration  identification  card  has  been  denied  if  the  result  of  the  review  by  IIRCA  
officials  reveals  that:  the  required  information  was  not  provided  or  if  provided  has  
been  falsified;  the  documentation  fails  to  state  that  the  patient  has  a  medical  
condition  specified  in  this  Act  or  by  IIRCA  regulations;  or  the  doctor  does  not  have  
a  license  to  practice  medicine  issued  by  the  respective  Professional  Association.

(II)  The  name,  address,  telephone,  email  and  date  of  birth.

You  must  submit  to  the  IIRCA  the  completed  application  form  in  accordance  with  
the  requirements  established  by  said  Institute.

(I)  Original  or  copy  of  the  written  documentation  (Medical  Certification)  that  
establishes  that  the  patient  has  been  diagnosed  with  a  medical  condition  for  the  
use  of  cannabis  and/or  medicinal  hemp  and  the  conclusion  of  the  physician  that  
the  patient  could  benefit  from  the  medical  use  of  cannabis  and/or  hemp;

When  there  is  any  change  in  the  name,  address,  physician  or  primary  caregiver  of  
the  patient  in  possession  of  a  registry  identification  card,  the  patient  must

(V)  The  name,  address  and  other  qualities  of  at  least  one  of  the  parents  in  the  
case  of  a  minor  or  of  the  representative  of  the  National  Children's  Trust,  when  
the  minor  has  no  one  to  represent  them  legally  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  
of  article  4  paragraph  l)  of  Organic  Law  No.  7648,  of  the  National  Children's  
Board.

(III)  The  name,  address,  license  number  and  telephone  number  of  the  patient's  
physician;  Y

After  verifying  all  the  information,  the  IIRCA,  within  a  period  not  exceeding  five  days,  
must  issue  a  registration  identification  card  with  a  serial  number  to  the  patient,  
stating:  the  name  of  the  patient  duly  certified  by  the  IIRCA  as  a  person  who  has  a  
medical  condition  for  the  use  of  medicinal  cannabis  or  hemp,  so  that  the  patient  can  
cope  with  such  conditions  with  the  medical  use  of  that  authorized  medicine,  address,  
date  of  birth  and  social  security  number,  if  any;  date  of  issuance  of  the  registry  
identification  card  and  the  expiration  date  of  said  card,  which  must  be  one  year  after  
the  date  of  issuance;  and  the  name  and  address  of  the  patient's  primary  caregiver,  
if  one  was  designated  at  the  time  of  application.
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To  maintain  a  registry  identification  card,  the  patient  must  annually  resubmit,  at  least  
thirty  days  prior  to  the  expiration  date  stated  on  the  registry  identification  card,  
updated  written  documentation  to  the  IIRCA,  including  the  name  and  address  of  the  
primary  caregiver.  of  the  patient,  if  one  is  designated  at  such  time.

Health  or  law  enforcement  authorities  shall  immediately  notify  the  IIRCA,  by  
established  means,  when  a  person  in  possession  of  a  registration  identification  card  
has  been  determined  by  a  court  of  law  to  have  intentionally  violated  the  provisions  
of  this  Law  or  its  regulations  or  Law  8204.

CHAPTER  I

No  patient  shall:

A  patient  who  has  not  designated  a  primary  caregiver  at  the  time  of  the  IIRCA  
application  may  do  so,  in  writing,  at  any  time  during  the  effective  period  of  the  
registration  identification  card,  and  the  primary  caregiver  may  act  in  this  capacity  
after  said  designation.

All  patients  must  present  the  registration  identification  card  and  any  other  
identification  document  when  requested  by  a  state  or  local  law  enforcement  official  
in  order  to  verify  if  they  are  legally  in  possession  of  said  card  and  of  the  cannabinoid  
medications  and  extracts  from  the  hemp.

DUTIES  OF  PATIENTS  AND  PROFESSIONALS  IN  MEDICAL  SCIENCES

notify  the  IIRCA  within  ten  business  days  upon  learning  of  such  circumstance.

Article  39.-  Duties  of  cannabis  and  hemp  patients  for  medicinal  use.

TITLE  III

A  patient  who  is  questioned  by  any  law  enforcement  authority  about  the  medicinal  
use  of  cannabis  and/or  hemp  must  provide  a  copy  of  the  application  submitted  to  
the  IIRCA,  including  the  written  documentation  and  proof  of  the  date  of  mailing  or  
other  transmission  of  the  documentation.  written  for  submission  to  the  IIRCA,  which  
will  be  given  the  same  legal  effect  as  a  registry  identification  card,  until  such  time  as  
the  patient  receives  notification  that  the  application  has  been  denied.

I.  Engage  in  the  medicinal  use  of  cannabis  or  hemp  in  a  manner  that  endangers  
the  health  or  welfare  of  any  person;  (Subsection  2)  above  was  deleted,  which  
included  a  reference  to  the  prohibition  of  smoking  by

DUTIES  OF  PATIENTS
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II.  No  patient  under  eighteen  years  of  age  shall  engage  in  the  medicinal  use  of  cannabis  or  
hemp  unless  there  is:

b)  Medical  explanation  of  the  possible  risks  and  benefits  of  the  medical  use  of  
cannabis  to  the  patient  and  to  the  parents  or  legal  representatives  of  the  patient  
through  scientific  documentation  (informed  consent).

e)  The  IIRCA  will  be  in  charge  of  approving  the  patient's  application  and  will  process  
the  patient  registration  identification  card  to  the  parent  designated  as  primary  
caregiver;  Y

OF  PRESCRIPTION  AND  MEDICAL  SURVEILLANCE

technicians)

CHAPTER  II

d)  The  parents  state  in  writing  that  they  will  serve  as  caregivers  of  the  patient  and  
will  apply  for  a  registration  identification  card  for  patients  authorized  for  medication  
with  cannabis  products,

Medicines  made  with  cannabis  and  hemp  can  only  be  sold  under  medical  prescription,  
carried  out  mainly  by  those  medical  professionals  who  treat  cancer  such  as  Palliative  and  
Pain  Medicine,  Medical  Oncologists,  Neurologists,  Hematologists  and  those  who  treat  
patients  with  diseases  such  as  AIDS.  This  will  be  done  using  the  special  recipes  with  a  
color

recommendation  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Association  and  observation  of  Services

g)  The  National  Children's  Board  provides  its  written  endorsement  of  the  file  in  
cases  where  minors  do  not  have  anyone  to  legally  represent  them  in  accordance  
with  the  provisions  of  article  4,  paragraph  l)  of  Organic  Law  No.  7648,  of  the  National  
Children's  Trust.

c)  One  or  both  parents  of  the  patient  give  their  consent  in  writing  before  the  IIRCA  
to  allow  the  patient  to  participate  in  the  medicinal  use  of  cannabis;

a)  Medical  certification  of  the  patient's  diagnosis  that  reflects  the  disease  and  that  it  
is  treatable  with  medicinal  cannabis;

Article  40.-  Medical  prescription.

f)  The  primary  caregiver  must  control  the  acquisition  of  said  medicinal  cannabis  
medication,  the  dose  and  frequency  of  its  use  by  the  patient.
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However,  doctors  may  perform  alternative  therapeutic  procedures  using  the  
technique  of  cannabis  vaporization  inhalations  administered  directly  to  the  patient  
within  those  health  centers  that  have  the  appropriate  facilities  and  trained  support  
staff.

There  shall  be  an  exception  to  criminal  law  for  any  doctor:

Medications  made  with  cannabis  and  hemp  regulated  in  this  Law  must  be  available  
on  the  official  list  of  medications.

Article  41.-  Professional  duty.

The  Costa  Rican  Social  Security  Fund  will  be  authorized  to  issue  them  in  its  
pharmacies  in  the  authorized  presentations  and  routes  of  administration.  For  this,  it  
must  have  the  infrastructure  and  exclusive  and  adequate  spaces  for  the  safe  and  
safe  conservation  of  these  medicines.

Article  42.-  Incorporation  in  the  official  list  of  medicines.

badge  to  be  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  medications  that  require  it  due  to  
their  active  compounds  and  therapeutic  effects.

The  IIRCA  will  be  in  charge  of  providing  the  CCSS  pharmacies  with  cannabinoid  
medicines  and  hemp  extracts.

All  pharmaceutical  professionals  who  work  for  the  CCSS  or  who  act  as  regent  of  the  
clinics  authorized  in  this  law,  must  have  appropriate  knowledge  about  this  type  of  
medication,  the  different  presentations  and  routes  of  administration  and  the  effects  
they  produce.

(I)  Advise  a  patient  whom  the  doctor  has  diagnosed  with  a  disease,  about  the  
risks  and  benefits  of  the  medicinal  use  of  cannabis  and/or  hemp,  provided  
that  such  advice  is  based  on  the  evaluation  of  the  patient's  clinical  history  
and  condition  current  medical  and  bona  fide  doctor-patient  relationship;  
or  (II)  Provide  a  medical  certification  to  a  patient  stating  the  clinical  

diagnosis  that  allows  him  or  her  to  benefit  from  and  receive  treatment  with  
cannabis  and/or  medicinal  hemp,  in  the  presentations  and  routes  of  
administration  authorized  in  this  Law.

Article  43.-  Pharmacies  of  the  CCSS.
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RULES  FOR  FIXING  THE  PRICE  OF  MEDICINES  AND

OF  THE  PRICE

The  rules  for  fixing  the  price  of  medicinal  cannabis  and  hemp  products  will  be  as  
follows:

4.  The  average  price  of  medicinal  cannabis  or  hemp  oil  concentrate  will  be  
approximately  eight  times  the  price  of  a  gram  of  crude  product  or  flower,  
around  $48.00  US  or  its  equivalent  in  colones  per  gram.

TITLE  IV

3.  The  IIRCA  and  pharmaceutical  laboratories  authorized  to  sell  directly  will  sell  
or  provide  pharmaceutically  manufactured  products  in  dispensaries  with  an  
added  value  of  $1.5  or  its  equivalent  in  colones  per  gram,  that  is,  at  $7.5  or  
its  equivalent  in  colones.  per  gram

Article  44.-  Price  of  cannabis  and  hemp  products  for  medicinal  use

6.

CCSS  pharmacists  must  issue  cannabinoid  medications  and  hemp  extracts  in  
accordance  with  medical  prescriptions,  not  being  able  to  deliver  pure  flowers  of  the  
cannabis  plant.

2.  The  average  price  will  be  $6  US  or  its  equivalent  in  colones  per  gram  of  raw  
product  or  flower  that  is  sold  to  the  IIRCA  or  to  an  authorized  laboratory  for  
pharmaceutical  processing.

FOODS  DERIVED  FROM  CANNABIS

CHAPTER  I

5.  The  prices  in  the  dispensaries  will  be  adjusted  by  the  IIRCA,  which  will  be  the  
sale  prices  of  the  IIRCA  or  authorized  pharmaceutical  laboratory  plus  an  
added  value  of  $0.5  US  or  its  equivalent  in  colones  per  gram,  that  is,  $48.5  
US.  or  its  equivalent  in  colones.

1.  Growers  and  licensees  must  sell,  directly,  to  the  IIRCA  all  of  the  stocks  of  
crude  product  or  flower  for  medicinal  purposes  or  to  Category  A  
concessionaires  that  have  pharmaceutical  laboratories  to  process  it  in  
pharmaceutical  form  in  accordance  with  this  Law.
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CHAPTER  II

A  tax  is  established  on  the  profits  of  companies  and  individuals  who  carry  out  
lucrative  activities  related  to  each  of  the  concessions,  licenses  and  permits  regulated  
in  this  law.

RULES  FOR  FIXING  THE  PRICE  OF  THE  PRODUCTS  OF  THE

The  generating  event  of  the  tax  on  profits  referred  to  in  the  previous  paragraph,  is  
the  receipt  of  income  in  money  or  in  kind,  continuous  or  occasional,  from  lucrative  
activities  related  to  each  of  the  concessions,  licenses  and  permits  regulated  in  this  
law. .

HEMP  FOR  FOOD  AND  INDUSTRIAL  USE

Article  48.-  Taxpayers.

Article  46.-  The  price  of  hemp  products  for  food  and  industrial  use  will  be  regulated  
by  the  IIRCA.

Individuals  and  legally  constituted  legal  entities  will  be  taxpayers  of  this  tax,  
regardless  of  nationality,  domicile  and  place  of  incorporation  of  legal  entities  or  of  the  
meeting  of  their  boards  of  directors  or  of  the  conclusion  of  contracts,  which  carry  out  
lucrative  activities  or  businesses  in  the  country  linked  to  each  of  the  activities  linked  
to  each  of  the  concessions  and  licenses  regulated  in  this  law.

TITLE  V

OF  THE  TAX

These  prices  will  be  adjustable  in  accordance  with  the  rules  established  by  the  IIRCA  
through  the  regulation  of  prices  of  cannabis  medicines  authorized  in  this  Law.

CHAPTER  I

Article  45.-  Price  of  cannabis  products  for  food  use.

CREATION  OF  THE  CANNABIS  TAX

The  price  of  cannabis  products  for  food  use  will  be  regulated  by  the  IIRCA.

Article  47.-  Creation  of  the  cannabis  tax.
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The  resources  collected  by  way  of  the  tax  must  be  managed  in  a  specific  account,  
in  one  of  the  state  banks  of  the  Republic,  in  accordance  with  the  Law  of  Financial  
Administration  and  Public  Budgets,

a)  To  the  IIRCA  for  the  income  it  receives  from  the  sale  of  cannabis  products

Exempt  from  paying  the  tax:

or  hemp.

Article  49.-  Tax  rate

b)  The  Public  and  Private  Universities  that  carry  out  research  on  the  plants  
regulated  in  this  law.

Law  No.  8131,  in  order  to  facilitate  their  handling  and  so  that  the  National  Treasury  
can  transfer  them,  directly  and  opportunely,  monthly,  and  they  will  be  distributed  as  
follows:

To  the  rate  imposed  on  the  taxable  income  contained  in  article  15  of  the  Income  Tax  
Law,  Law  No.  7092,  an  additional  7%  will  be  applied  for  activities  related  to  each  of  
the  concessions,  licenses  and  permits  regulated  in  this  law.

a)  Ten  percent  (10%)  of  the  resources  will  go  to  the  Costa  Rican  Social  Security  
Fund  (CCSS),  to  be  used  in  the  modernization  of  equipment,  purchase  of  
medicines  and  the  construction  of  new  hospital  infrastructure  and  clinics.  b)  
Thirty  percent  (30%)  will  go  to  the  IIRCA,  so  that  it  fulfills  the  functions  

entrusted  in  this  law.  You  must  allocate  for  research,  production  and  inspection  
at  least  twenty  percent  (20%)  of  the  tax  received.  c)  Five  percent  (5%)  will  go  
to  the  College  of  Pharmacists  to  carry  out  the  inspection  of  all  dispensaries  
in  conjunction  with  the  inspectors  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  inform  the  

IIRCA  of  their  results  for  what  corresponds,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  in  
article  100  of  the  General  Health  Law  and  in  this  Law  and  its  regulations.  d)  
Five  percent  (5%)  will  go  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  to  fulfill  the  functions  
entrusted  in  this  law  and  in  the  General  Health  Law  related  to  the  effective  
control  of  dispensaries,  the  expeditious  registration  of  cannabinoid  medications  

and  extracted  from  hemp,  from  food  and  the  respective  labeling,  among  others.

Article  51.-  Destination  of  the  tribute.

Article  50.-  Entities  not  subject  to  the  tax.
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j)  Five  percent  (5%)  will  go  to  the  Ministry  of  Public  Education  for  the  strengthening  
of  comprehensive  mental  health  programs  in  all  education  cycles.

m)  Two  percent  (2%)  will  go  to  the  Costa  Rican  Tourism  Institute,  to  support  and  
promote  health  tourism  linked  to  the  industries  and  services  regulated  in  this  
law,  at  a  national  and  international  level.  n)  The  remaining  eight  percent  (8%)  

of  the  tax  must  go  to  the  State  Single  Fund.

In  addition,  all  beneficiary  institutions  must  submit  a  detailed  and  complete  
annual  report  to  the  IIRCA  Board  of  Directors  on  the  effective  fulfillment  of  the  
destinations  assigned  for  each  of  the  resources  derived  from  the  tax  created  in  
this  Law.

h)  Two  percent  (2%)  will  go  to  the  Ministry  of  Public  Works  and  Transportation  
for  the  construction  of  new  road  infrastructure  works  as  well  as  works  for  
compliance  and  improvement  of  access  for  people  with  disabilities.  i)  Eight  
percent  (8%)  will  be  allocated  to  municipalities  throughout  the  country  in  an  

equitable  manner  for  the  improvement  of  public  services  and  municipal  
infrastructure.

k)  Six  percent  (6%)  will  be  used  to  finance  the  National  Care  Network  throughout  
the  country  for  the  fulfillment  of  its  tasks  related  to  infrastructure,  professional  
care  and  food  for  minors  who  are  beneficiaries  in  order  to  protect  the  largest  
possible  population.  l)  Five  percent  (5%)  will  go  to  the  Costa  Rican  Institute  
of  Aqueducts  and  Sewers  for  the  construction  of  the  necessary  infrastructure  

for  the  strengthening  and  adequate  modernization  of  the  aqueduct  system  and  
the  protection  of  water  sources.

The  Comptroller  General  of  the  Republic  will  oversee  the  use  of  these  
funds,  as  provided  in  this  law.

e)  Five  percent  (5%)  will  go  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Livestock  for  the  
fulfillment  of  activities  related  to  the  control  of  cultivation,  research  and  
production  of  seeds,  processing,  planting  and  production  of  medicinal  
cannabis  and  hemp  for  industrial  use,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  
this  Law.  f)  Three  percent  (3%)  will  go  to  the  Costa  Rican  Institute  of  Sport  

and  Recreation  (ICODER)  for  the  fulfillment  of  its  functions  related  to  sport  and  
recreation  and  healthy  lifestyles.  g)  Six  percent  (6%)  for  the  Institute  on  
Alcoholism  and  Drug  Addiction  (IAFA),  which  must  be  used  for  the  following  

purposes:  three  percent  (3%)  for  the  performance  of  its  functions  and  three  
percent  ( 3%)  that  will  be  distributed  among  non-governmental  organizations  
dedicated  to  the  treatment  of  people  with  addiction  problems.
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health  authorities;  investigation,  regulation  and  control;  of  cop;  drug  control;  of  commerce  and  
municipalities  that  proceed  to  the  confiscation  of  cannabis  and/or  hemp  products  in  irregular  
conditions  will  draw  up  an  act  in  the  presence  of  two  witnesses.  This  document  must  contain  
the  date,  place,  name  and  surname  of  the  persons  acting  with  an  indication  of  the  steps  taken  
and  the  signature  of  all  the  participants  or  the  mention  that  some  of  them  cannot  or  do  not  
want  to  sign.

CHAPTER  I

INFRINGEMENTS  AND  SANCTIONS

ARTICLE  53.-  Record  of  confiscation

CHAPTER  II

INFRINGEMENTS  AND  SANCTIONS

ARTICLE  54.-  Sanctions

All  of  the  above  without  prejudice  to  the  procedure  for  the  destruction  of  plantations  established  
in  article  95  of  Law  8204,  which  will  be  applicable,  only,  in  the  case  of  cannabis  and  hemp  
plantations  that  are  not  duly  protected  by  this  Law.

TITLE  VI

A  copy  of  the  certificate  will  be  delivered  to  the  person  from  whom  the  products  are  seized  or  
to  whomever  is  in  the  place  of  seizure.  The  confiscated  products  will  be  placed,  immediately,  
at  the  order  of  the  competent  judicial  authority.

The  Ministry  of  Health,  the  IIRCA,  the  Costa  Rican  Institute  against  Drugs  (ICD),  the  police  
authorities,  the  Ministry  of  Public  Security,  the  Ministry  of  Economy,  Industry  and  Commerce  
(MEIC)  and  the  municipalities  are  empowered  to  carry  out  seizures  of  cannabis  and  hemp  
products  not  authorized  by  the  IIRCA.  All  the  seized  products  will  be  sent  to  the  competent  
judicial  authority  within  a  period  of  three  days,  which  will  order  the  deposit  in  the  place  that  the  
Ministry  of  Health  has  arranged  for  the  safeguarding  of  evidence  until  said  authority  determines  
what  is  appropriate.  If,  after  a  period  of  three  months  has  elapsed,  after  the  legal  process  has  
ended,  the  legitimate  owner  does  not  appear  in  court  to  assert  his  rights,  the  jurisdictional  
authority  will  order  the  Ministry  of  Health  to  destroy  the  property.  When  proceeding  to  the  
destruction  of  these  assets,  adequate  measures  must  be  taken  to  avoid  risks  to  health  and  
the  environment.

CONFISCATION

Article  52.-  Confiscation  of  cannabis  products
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Whoever  reproduces  cannabis  seeds  in  the  country  without  the

i.-  Whoever  occupies  the  position  of  administrator,  director,  curator,  trustee,  
agent  and  other  natural  persons  with  decision-making  powers,  in  any  company  
or  public  or  private  institution,  when  it  is  verified  that  they  have  allowed  the  
smoking  of  cannabis  products  in  places  prohibited  in  accordance  with  article  5  of  
Law  9028,  which  is  mandatory  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  Law.

ii.-  Whoever  sells  or  supplies  cannabis  products  in  amounts  greater  than  those  
indicated  in  the  medical  prescription.

iii.-  Whoever,  with  the  authorization  of  the  IIRCA,  sows  or  reproduces  male  
cannabis  seeds  or  plants  for  purposes  other  than  the  reproduction  of  seeds  or  
research.

iii.-  Anyone  who  sells  or  supplies  cannabis  products  using  any  means  that  does  
not  allow  verification  of  the  identity  of  the  purchasers.

iv.-  Anyone  who  fails  to  comply  with  any  of  the  regulatory  and  technical  
specifications  of  the  packaging  and  labeling  of  cannabis  products.

iv.-  Anyone  who  uses  pesticides  and  herbicides  that  are  not  organic  in  authorized  
cannabis  and  hemp  plantations.

c) With  a  fine  of  twenty  (20)  base  salaries  to  whoever  incurs  in  any  of  the  
following  behaviors:

According  to  the  infraction  committed,  the  IIRCA  will  sanction:

i.-  

Established  on  the  sale  of  cannabis  plant  seeds.

a)  With  a  fine  of  ten  percent  (10%)  of  a  base  salary,  to  natural  persons  who  smoke  
cannabis  in  prohibited  places  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  article  5  of  Law  9028,  
which  is  mandatory  in  this  Law.  In  addition  to  this,  the  IIRCA  shall  revoke  for  a  period  of  
one  year  the  registration  identification  card  of  any  patient  found  to  be  intentionally  violating  
the  stipulated  prohibition  on  places  prohibited  to  smoke  cannabis  products.

ii.-  
Due  authorization  from  the  IIRCA.

b)  With  a  fine  of  a  base  salary  (100%)  to  whoever  incurs  in  any  of  the  following  behaviors:

Anyone  who  breaches  any  of  the  provisions
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The  fines  will  be  collected  by  the  IIRCA.  The  resources  collected  for  this  item  must  
be  used  for  control  and  inspection  tasks  for  effective  compliance  with  this  law.

ARTICLE  56.-  Deadline  for  payment  of  fines

vii.-  Whoever  sells  or  supplies  cannabis  products  to  people  without  the  
proper  medical  prescription  and  identification  card  stipulated  in  this  Law.

ARTICLE  57.-  Administrative  procedure

ARTICLE  55.-  Collection  and  allocation  of  fines

vi.-  Anyone  who  sows,  cultivates,  produces,  industrializes,  markets,  
distributes,  free  or  for  a  fee,  cannabis  or  hemp  products  for  any  authorized  
use  in  unauthorized  places,  under  unauthorized  conditions  or  without  the  
proper  concession,  license  or  permit  of  the  IIRCA.

The  pecuniary  sanctions  established  in  this  law  must  be  paid  within  a  maximum  term  
of  thirty  days  from  its  application.  The  resolution  issued  by  the  Institute  constitutes  
an  executive  title  for  collection  in  court  in  the  event  of  non-compliance  with  the  
obligation.

All  of  the  foregoing,  without  prejudice  to  the  penalties  that  may  apply  for  possible  
criminal  offenses.

v.-  Anyone  who  fails  to  comply  with  any  of  the  provisions  related  to  the  
advertising  and  promotion  of  medicinal  cannabis  and  medicinal  hemp  
established  in  this  law.

The  IIRCA  is  authorized  to  hire  personnel  for  these  purposes.

In  addition  to  the  indicated  fine  sanctions,  the  municipalities,  the  IIRCA  and  the  
Ministry  of  Health  may  close  the  premises  that  fail  to  comply  with  the  obligations  
stipulated  in  this  law.  In  cases  where  it  is  required  to  renew  permits  or  licenses  
before  these  entities  or  any  other  State  institution,  they  must  demonstrate,  through  
a  certification  duly  issued  by  the  IIRCA,  that  they  are  up  to  date  with  the  payment  of  
the  fines  established  in  this  article.

viii.-  Whoever  sells  a  medical  prescription  or  gives  a  false  medical  
diagnosis  without  prejudice  to  the  criminal  responsibilities  that  this  implies.
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Article  60.-  Budget  Settlement  and  Inventories.

CHAPTER  I  
FINANCING  Article  

58.-  Financing  of  the  IIRCA.
For  the  fulfillment  of  its  purposes,  the  IIRCA  will  be  financed  with  the  following

The  settlement  of  the  IIRCA  budget  will  be  incorporated  into  that  of  the  Ministry  of  
Health.

means:

All  assets  and  resources  of  the  IIRCA  must  be  individualized  and  inventoried  
accurately  and  precisely,  and  must  be  used  exclusively  for  the  fulfillment  of  the  
Institute's  purposes.

a)  The  resources  from  the  concessions,  licenses  and  permits  issued  in  accordance  
with  this  Law.  b)  The  percentage  of  the  tax  created  in  this  Law.  c)  The  

percentage  allocated  by  the  CCSS  of  the  funds  administered  by  the  Oncology  
Council  for  the  acquisition  of  medicines  made  with  cannabis  and  hemp,  their  

extracts  and  cannabinoids  for  the  treatment  of  cancer  and  other  diseases.  d)  
The  resources  available  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  the  initiation  of  IIRCA  
activities.  e)  Any  other  form  of  income  or  credit  operations  authorized  in  the

this  Law.

extraordinary,  and  in  its  modifications.
f)  The  items  that  are  assigned  annually  in  the  budgets,  ordinary  and

All  actions  and  actions  of  this  law  will  be  processed  in  accordance  with  the  summary  
procedure  established  in  the  General  Law  of  Public  Administration  No.  6227,  of  May  
2,  1978  and  its  reforms.

TITLE  VII

g)  Contributions  and  subsidies  from  other  institutions,  individuals  or  legal  entities,  
national  or  foreign,  public  or  private,  as  well  as  special  laws.  h)  The  product  of  
internal  or  external  loans  contracted.  i)  Interest  generated  from  the  financial  

records  of  the  Institute.  j)  Funds  and  other  resources  collected  from  sales.  k)  The  
other  sums  that  are  collected  in  application  of  this  Law.

BUDGET  AND  FINANCES  OF  THE  IIRCA

Article  59.-  Exemption.  The  IIRCA  will  be  exempt  from  the  payment  of  all  kinds  of  
taxes,  stamps  and  fees  and  any  other  form  of  contribution.
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AMENDING  PROVISIONS

Article  62.-  Amendments  to  the  General  Health  Law,  Law  No.  5395.

Article  61.-  Amendments  to  the  Organic  Law  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  Law  No.  5412.

Amend  articles  95,  96,  97,  100,  101,  102,  103,  106,  120,  124,  127,  128,  129,  130,  
131,  132,  133,  134,  135,  136,  137,  371,  376  and  382 ,  as  well  as  the  title  of  
"Paragraph  VI"  and  the  content  of  articles  140  and  141  regulated  therein,  all  of  the  
General  Health  Law,  Law  No.  5395,  so  that  from  now  on  they  read  as  follows

Add  a  new  subparagraph  h)  within  article  5  and  reform  article  18  located  in  "Section  
VII  Of  the  Narcotic  Drug  Surveillance  Board"  both  of  the  Organic  Law  of  the  Ministry  
of  Health,  Law  No.  5412,  so  that  from  now  on  read  as  follows:

way:

“ARTICLE  5.-  The  following  bodies  will  be  attached  to  the  Office  of  the  
Minister:

“ARTICLE  95.-  Pharmaceutical  establishments  are:

h)  The  Institute  for  Research,  Regulation  and  Control  of  Medicinal  
Cannabis  and  Hemp.”

a)  Pharmacy,  one  that  is  dedicated  to  the  preparation  of  prescriptions  and  the  
sale  and  direct  supply  of  medicines  to  the  public.

(…)

TITLE  VIII

“SECTION  VII

AMENDING,  FINAL  AND  TRANSITIONAL  PROVISIONS

From  the  Narcotic  Drugs  Surveillance  Board

CHAPTER  I

ARTICLE  18.-  The  Narcotic  Drugs  Surveillance  Board  shall  be  the  body  in  
charge  of  monitoring  and  controlling  the  importation,  existence  and  sale  of  any  
narcotic  drug  and  products  that,  due  to  their  use,  may  cause  physical  or  mental  
dependence  in  people,  determined  in  accordance  with  the  law,  which  are  not  the  
exclusive  competence  of  the  Institute  for  Research,  Regulation  and  Control  of  
Cannabis  and  Hemp.”
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d)  Dispensary:  one  that  is  dedicated  exclusively  to  the  preparation  of  
prescriptions  and  the  sale  and  direct  supply  to  the  public  of  medicines  made  
with  the  cannabis  sativa,  indica  or  ruderalis  plant,  as  well  as  the  hemp  plant  in  
the  ranges  and  presentations  authorized  by  the  Law."

The  installation  and  operation  of  the  clinics  require  registration  and  comply  
with  the  requirements  for  the  acquisition  of  the  respective  license  from  the  Institute  
for  Research,  Regulation  and  Control  of  the

c)  Pharmaceutical  Laboratory  or  Pharmaceutical  Factory:  that  which  is  dedicated  to  
the  handling  or  preparation  of  medicines,  of  raw  materials  whose  exclusive  destination  
is  the  preparation  or  preparation  thereof  and  the  handling  or  preparation  of  cosmetics  
and

The  natural  and  legal  persons  who  wish  to  install  a  pharmaceutical  establishment  
must  accompany  their  request  with  information  on  the  facilities,  equipment  and  the  
professional  who  will  assume  the  regency,  as  applicable  by  regulation.

b)  Drugstore,  that  which  operates  in  the  importation,  storage,  distribution  and  
wholesale  of  medicines,  being  forbidden  to  carry  out  direct  supply  to  the  public  and  
the  preparation  of  prescriptions.

“ARTICLE  97.-  The  installation  and  operation  of  pharmaceutical  establishments  
require  registration  with  the  Ministry,  prior  authorization  and  registration  with  the  College  
of  Pharmacists.  In  the  case  of  pharmaceutical  establishments  for  medicines  for  veterinary  
use,  authorization  and  registration  with  the  College  of  Veterinary  Doctors  will  also  be  
necessary.

“ARTICLE  96.-  Every  pharmaceutical  establishment  requires  the  regency  of  a  
pharmacist  for  its  operation,  with  the  exception  of  pharmaceutical  laboratories  that  are  
dedicated  exclusively  to  the  manufacture  of  cosmetics  that  do  not  contain  medications.  
Establishments  exclusively  for  medicines  for  veterinary  use,  in  special  cases,  can  be  
managed  by  a  Veterinary  Doctor.  For  such  purposes,  the  professional  who,  in  accordance  
with  the  law  and  the  respective  regulations,  assumes  the  technical  and  scientific  direction  
of  any  pharmaceutical  establishment  is  considered  regent.  Said  regent  is  responsible  for  
everything  that  affects  the  identity,  purity  and  good  condition  of  the  medicines  that  are  
produced,  prepared,  handled,  maintained  and  supplied,  as  well  as  for  the  contravention  of  
the  legal  and  regulatory  provisions  that  derive  from  the  operation  of  the  establishments. .

The  owner  of  the  establishment  is  joint  and  several  in  this  responsibility.”
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“ARTICLE  103.-  In  any  case,  the  Central  Government  and  public  institutions  
with  health  functions  may  directly  import,  manufacture,  handle,  store,  sell  or  supply  
medicines,  raw  materials  or  medical-surgical  materials,  when  compliance  with  their  
programs  or  emergency  situations  require  it,  with  the  sole  approval  of  the  Ministry  
or  the  Institute  for  Research,  Regulation  and  Control  of  Cannabis  and  Hemp  
(IIRCA),  as  appropriate  and  in  accordance  with  the  respective  regulations.”

“ARTICLE  100.-  The  operating  permit  granted  to  pharmaceutical  
establishments  will  be  valid  for  two  years,  unless  the  lack  of  regent  or  the  infractions  
committed  warrant  its  closure  by  the  College  of  Pharmacists  or  by  the  Ministry.  The  
inspection  of  these  establishments  will  be  carried  out  by  the  College  of  Pharmacists  
without  prejudice  to  the  control  and  surveillance  powers  of  the  Ministry.

"ARTICLE  101.-  The  preparation,  handling,  sale,  sale,  supply  and  storage  
of  medicines  can  only  be  done  in  pharmaceutical  establishments  duly  authorized  
and  registered  by  the  competent  institutions."

“ARTICLE  102.-  The  importation  of  medicines  and  their  distribution  will  
only  be  allowed  to  legal  or  physical  persons  registered  with  the  Ministry,  prior  
authorization  and  registration  with  the  College  of  Pharmacists,  in  accordance  with  
the  corresponding  legal  and  regulatory  provisions.

Cannabis  and  Hemp  (IIRCA)  in  accordance  with  its  creation  Law  and  its  
regulations.”

The  operating  permit  granted  to  the  dispensaries  will  be  valid  for  four  years  unless  
the  lack  of  regent  or  the  infractions  that  are  committed  warrant  its  closure  by  the  
Institute  for  Research,  Regulation  and  Control  of  Cannabis  and  Hemp  (IIRCA)  
in  accordance  with  its  Law  of  creation  and  its  regulations.”

The  distribution  of  medicines  produced  in  the  country  with  the  cannabis  plant  by  
legal  or  natural  persons  may  only  be  made  after  obtaining  the  respective  license  
granted  by  the  Institute  for  Research,  Regulation  and  Control  of  Cannabis  and  
Hemp  (IIRCA)  in  accordance  with  the  established  in  the  Creation  Law  and  its  
regulations.”
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“ARTICLE  128.-  Any  person  is  prohibited  from  importing  any  narcotic  drug  
and  medicines  that,  due  to  their  use,  may  cause  physical  or  mental  dependence  in  
people,  included  in  the  corresponding  restrictive  decree  issued  by  the  Executive  
Power.

“ARTICLE  120.-  Medications  that  the  Ministry  declares  as  such  in  the  
corresponding  decree  are  for  free  sale,  after  hearing  the  criteria  of  the  College  of  
Pharmacists.  In  the  case  of  medicines  for  veterinary  use,  the  College  of  Veterinary  
Doctors  will  also  be  consulted.

"ARTICLE  124.-  The  labeling  or  labeling  of  all  containers  or  packaging  of  
medicines  or  medicinal  products  may  only  be  done  in  establishments  and  by  
authorized  persons  and  must  include  the  regulatory  content  and  the  special  
mentions  that  the  Ministry  or  the  authorized  institution  orders  in  safeguard  of  
the  safety  and  health  of  people.  Both  the  indicated  labeling  and  the  accompanying  
literature  must  be  written  in  Spanish.”

“ARTICLE  127.-  The  cultivation  of  opium  poppy  (papaver  somniferum),  
coca  (erythroxylon  coca)  and  cannabis  indica,  cannabis  sativa  and  cannabis  
ruderalis,  as  well  as  unauthorized  hemp ,  is  prohibited  and  subject  to  destruction  
by  the  competent  authority.  by  the  Law  and  the  competent  authority  and  of  any  
other  plant  with  similar  effects  declared  by  the  Ministry.

“ARTICLE  106.-  It  is  considered  that  a  medicine  can  legally  be  destined  
for  commerce,  public  use  and  consumption,  when  it  meets  the  regulatory  
requirements,  or  the  pharmacopoeia  declared  official  by  the  Executive  Power  or  
any  legally  authorized  institution,  in  terms  of  its  identity  and  qualities,  safety  and  
efficacy  for  the  purposes  for  which  it  is  used,  consumed  or  prescribed  and  insofar  
as  the  natural  or  legal  persons  responsible  for  its  importation,  trade,  handling,  
distribution  and  prescription  have  complied  with  the  requirements  legal  and  
regulatory  pertinent  to  each  of  these  actions.”

Medications  produced  with  cannabis  and  hemp  plants  may  not  be  declared  
as  over-the-counter.”

The  import,  export,  traffic  and  use  of  the  aforementioned  plants,  as  well  as  
their  seeds  when  they  have  germination  capacity  and  are  not  authorized  by  law  
and  competent  authority,  is  also  prohibited.”
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Such  importation  will  be  the  exclusive  responsibility  of  the  Ministry  and  it  will  
exercise  it  directly  free  of  all  taxes,  charges  and  encumbrances,  limiting  the  amount  
of  imports  to  the  medical  needs  and  scientific  research  of  the  country  and,  in  any  
case,  in  accordance  with  the  international  conventions  that  the  Government  has  
signed  or  ratified.

The  personal  administration  of  such  drugs  may  only  be  done  by  the  
professionals  mentioned  or  by  authorized  personnel  under  the  responsibility  of  the  
professional  who  prescribes  them.”

In  relation  to  the  plant  cannabis  indica,  cannabis  sativa  and  cannabis  
ruderalis,  as  well  as  hemp,  this  article  will  not  apply  and  instead  the  provisions  
of  the  Law  for  the  Investigation,  Regulation  and  Control  of  Cannabis  and  
Hemp  for  medicinal  use  must  be  followed. ,  food  and  industrial.”

“ARTICLE  131.-  Only  doctors,  dentists  and  veterinarians,  in  the  legal  exercise  
of  their  professions,  may  prescribe  and  administer,  subject  to  the  pertinent  regulatory  
requirements,  narcotic  drugs  and  psychotropic,  anesthetic  and  similar  substances  
or  products  declared  to  be  of  restricted  prescription  by  the  Ministry.

“ARTICLE  130.-  The  sale  or  supply  to  the  public  of  narcotic  drugs  or  
psychotropic  substances  and  products  capable  of  producing  physical  or  mental  
dependence  in  people  is  prohibited.

“ARTICLE  133.-  The  storage  and  handling  of  narcotic  drugs  and  psychotropic  
substances  or  products  declared  to  be  of  restricted  use  by  the

In  relation  to  cannabis  indica,  cannabis  sativa  and  cannabis  ruderalis  
plants,  as  well  as  hemp,  this  article  will  not  apply  and  instead  the  provisions  
of  the  Law  for  the  Investigation,  Regulation  and  Control  of  Cannabis  and  
Hemp  for  medicinal  use  must  be  followed. ,  food  and  industrial.”

“ARTICLE  132.-  Only  duly  managed  pharmaceutical  establishments  may  
obtain  narcotic  drugs  and  psychotropic  substances  or  products  declared  to  be  of  
restricted  use  by  the  Ministry  or  regulated  by  the  Institute  for  Research,  Regulation  
and  Control  of  Cannabis  and  Hemp,  in  accordance  with  the  legal  provisions  and  
pertinent  regulations  and  must  strictly  control  the  movement  of  such  drugs.”
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Ministry  or  regulated  by  the  Institute  of  Research,  Regulation  and  Control  of  
Cannabis  and  Hemp  and  the  dispatch  of  prescriptions  in  which  they  are  prescribed,  
will  correspond  personally  and  exclusively  to  pharmacists.

“ARTICLE  137.-  The  following  will  be  subject  to  confiscation:

“ARTICLE  135.-  The  pharmaceutical  regents  are  especially  obliged  to  
display  the  corresponding  documentation  that  the  competent  health  authority  
requires  for  the  best  control  of  the  trade,  supply  and  use  of  the  substances  and  
products  mentioned  in  the  previous  article  and  will  be  personally  and  jointly  liable  
with  the  owner  of  the  establishment  for  the  infractions  committed  there.”

“ARTICLE  136.-  Every  person  is  obliged  to  allow  the  immediate  entry  of  the  
officials  of  the  Ministry  and  of  the  Institute  for  the  Investigation,  Regulation  and  
Control  of  Cannabis  and  Hemp  within  the  scope  of  their  competence  and  in  
the  authorized  places,  duly  identified,  to  your  agro-industrial  establishment,  
laboratory,  greenhouse,  industrial,  commercial  or  storage  premises  and  the  
properties  under  your  care  in  order  to  take  the  necessary  samples,  carry  out  
measurements  of  authorized  ranges,  quality,  biosecurity,  safety  and  to  control  
the  conditions  of  the  crop ,  the  production,  trafficking,  possession,  storage  or  supply  
of  medicines  and  especially  seeds,  roots,  plants,  flowers  and  narcotics  and  
psychotropic  substances  or  products,  declared  restricted  or  regulated  use,  as  
appropriate.”

In  relation  to  the  plant  cannabis  indica,  cannabis  sativa  and  cannabis  ruderalis,  as  
well  as  hemp,  this  article  will  not  apply  and  instead  the  provisions  of  the  Law  for  the  
Investigation,  Regulation  and  Control  of  Cannabis  and  Hemp  for  medicinal  use  must  
be  followed. ,  food  and  industrial.”

b)  Damaged,  adulterated  and  falsified  medicines.

“ARTICLE  134.-  The  production,  transit  through  the  Republic,  trafficking  or  
commerce,  possession  for  trade  or  distribution  and  the  supply  and  administration,  
in  any  capacity,  of  narcotic  and  psychotropic  substances  or  products  declared  to  be  
of  restricted  use  by  the  Ministry,  in  contravention  of  the  terms  of  this  law  and  its  
regulations,  or  of  the  special  orders  that  the  Ministry  issues  for  a  better  control  of  
these.

a)  Narcotic  drugs,  psychotropic  substances  and  products  declared  to  be  of  
restricted  use  by  the  Ministry,  when  they  are  manufactured,  traded,  possessed  
or  supplied  illegally  or  illegally.
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c)  Medications  that  are  manufactured,  traded,  stored,  distributed  or  supplied  
illegally  or  illegally.

“ARTICLE  141.-  The  promotion  or  advertising  of  medicines  and  cosmetics  
directed  to  the  public  is  prohibited  when  it  misleads;  when  it  is  done  in  violation  of  
the  regulatory  provisions,  the  authorizations  obtained  in  the  case  of  medications  or  
the  restrictions  imposed  by  the  Executive  Power,  taking  into  account  the  nature  of  
the  medication  and  the  type  of  illness,  physical  disorder  and  symptoms  for  which  it  
is  used .”

ARTICLE  140.-  The  sale  and  trade  of  medical  or  free  samples  and  their  
possession  in  pharmacies,  dispensaries,  or  retail  establishments  is  prohibited.

From  restrictions  to  promotion  and  advertising

Despite  the  foregoing,  the  delivery  of  medical  samples  as  a  promotion  
or  advertisement  of  medicines  derived  from  cannabis  or  hemp  is  prohibited.

of  medicines  and  the  like

“PARAGRAPH  VI

Likewise,  regarding  medicines  for  veterinary  use,  it  must  be  carried  out  by  members  
incorporated  to  the  Association  of  Veterinary  Doctors  or  Pharmacists.  The  information  
on  its  supply  must  contain  at  least  the  complete  list  of  active  ingredients,  their  
appropriate  form  of  administration  and  their  against  indications.

d)  The  crops  and  plants  referred  to  in  article  127  and  the  seeds  when  they  
have  germination  capacity,  which,  in  addition,  will  be  subject  to  destruction  by  
the  competent  authority,  unless  they  are  regulated  by  law.”

“ARTICLE  371.-  Anyone  who,  under  any  title,  cultivates  poppy  plants  (papaver  
somniferum),  coca  plants  (erythroxylon  coca),  hemp  or  marijuana  (cannabis  indica  
and  canabis  sativa),  or  any  other  plants  or  seeds  with  similar  effects,  whose  
cultivation,  possession  or  trafficking  have  been  declared  prohibited  or  restricted  by  
the  Ministry  of  Health  or  that  are  not  regulated  and  permitted  by  law.

In  any  case,  the  delivery  of  samples,  as  a  promotion  of  medicines,  can  only  
be  made  to  medical  science  professionals  by  duly  accredited  sales  representatives  
or  pharmacists  and  who  must  be  members  of  the  College  of  Physicians  and  
Surgeons  or  the  College  of  Pharmacists.
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The  same  penalty  shall  be  suffered  by  the  owner,  or  usufructuary  or  lessee  
or  holder  of  any  title  of  the  property  where  the  plantation  is  located,  if,  aware  of  the  
destination  given  to  the  land,  he  does  not  immediately  present  the  complaint  before  
the  common  courts  or  before  the  police  authorities.  corresponding  or  will  not  destroy  
the  mentioned  plants,  as  well  as  the  one  that  will  export,  import,  traffic  or  possess  
for  these  purposes,  the  plants  mentioned  in  this  article  and  their  seeds  when  they  
have  germinating  property.

“  ARTICLE  382.-  Any  person  who  makes  misleading  or  ambiguous  publicity  or  
propaganda  that  may  be  detrimental  to  people's  health  or  that  may  mislead  the  public  in  matters  related  to  the  conservation  or  recovery  of  health,  
unless  the  act  constitutes  a  crime.”

The  preceding  paragraphs  shall  not  apply  to  those  individuals  or  legal  
entities  that  are  within  the  assumptions  regulated  in  the  respective  special  
legislation  referring  to  the  medical,  food  and  industrial  use  of  cannabis  and  
hemp  plants  and  have  a  concession,  license  or  permit.  duly  issued  by  the  
Institute  for  Research,  Regulation  and  Control  of  Cannabis  and  Hemp.”

“ARTICLE  376.-  Anyone  who  imports,  exports,  sells,  manufactures,  supplies  
or  traffics  in  any  way,  or  possesses  for  these  purposes,  medicines  that  contain  
narcotic  drugs  for  free  sale  or  restricted  sale  by  the  health  authorities,  without  the  
due  concession ,  prior  license  or  permit  indicated  by  the  respective  law  or  
regulation,  will  suffer  a  penalty  of  ninety  to  two  hundred  days  fine,  when  the  act  
does  not  constitute  a  crime.

Anyone  who  works  cultivating  plants  of  those  provided  for  in  the  first  
paragraph  of  this  article,  when  knowing  their  nature,  will  be  sanctioned  as  an  
accomplice.

Reform  articles  1,  2,  3,  5  and  58  of  Law  No.  8204,  so  that  from  now  on  they  
read  as  follows:

When  the  owner,  or  usufructuary  or  lessee  is  a  legal  person,  the  administrator  
of  said  person  will  respond,  knowing  the  destination  that  was  given  to  the  land,  not  
making  the  corresponding  complaint  or  ordering  the  destruction  of  the  aforementioned  
plant.

Article  63.-  Reforms  to  the  Law  on  narcotic  drugs,  psychotropic  substances,  
drugs  for  unauthorized  use,  related  activities,  money  laundering  and  financing  
of  terrorism,  Law  No.  8204.
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“Article  1.-  This  Law  regulates  the  prevention,  supply,  prescription,  
administration,  handling,  use,  possession,  trafficking  and  marketing  of  narcotic  
drugs,  psychotropics,  inhalable  substances  and  other  drugs  and  pharmaceuticals  
capable  of  producing  physical  or  mental  dependencies,  included  in  the  United  
Nations  Single  Convention  on  Narcotic  Drugs,  of  May  30,  1961,  approved  by  
Costa  Rica  through  Law  No.  4544,  of  March  18,  1970,  amended  at  the  same  
time  by  the  Protocol  Modification  of  the  Single  Convention  on  Narcotic  Drugs,  
Law  No.  5168,  of  January  25,  1973,  as  well  as  the  Vienna  Convention  on  
Psychotropic  Substances,  of  February  21,  1971,  approved  by  Costa  Rica  
through  Law  No.  4990,  of  June  10,  1972;  likewise,  in  the  United  Nations  
Convention  against  Illicit  Traffic  in  Narcotic  Drugs  and  Psychotropic  Substances,  
of  December  19,  1988  (1988  Convention),  approved  by  Costa  Rica  through  
Law  No.  7198,  of  September  25,  1990.

It  is  a  function  of  the  State,  and  it  is  declared  of  public  interest,  to  adopt  the  
necessary  measures  to  prevent,  control,  investigate,  avoid  or  repress  any  
illegal  activity  related  to  the  subject  matter  of  this  Law.”

In  addition,  the  lists  of  legal  narcotic,  psychotropic  and  similar  drugs  are  
regulated,  which  will  be  prepared  and  published  in  La  Gaceta  by  the  Ministry  
of  Health  and  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Livestock  (MAG),  except  for  the  
provisions  on  the  regulation  of  cannabis  and  hemp  plants.  authorized  
for  medicinal,  food  and  industrial  use  that  will  be  regulated  in  a  special  
Law.  Likewise,  the  regulations  that  these  Ministries  will  have  on  the  matter  are  
ordered.

In  addition,  financial  activities  are  regulated  and  sanctioned,  in  order  to  prevent  
money  laundering  and  actions  that  may  serve  to  finance  terrorist  activities,  as  
established  in  this  Law.

"Article  2.-  Trade,  sale,  industrialization,  manufacturing,  refining,  transformation,  
extraction,  analysis,  preparation,  cultivation,  production,  import,  export,  
transportation,  prescription,  the  supply,  storage,  distribution  and  sale  of

The  control,  inspection  and  oversight  of  activities  related  to  inhalable  
substances,  drugs  or  pharmaceuticals  and  of  the  products,  materials  and  
chemical  substances  involved  in  the  preparation  or  production  of  such  
substances  are  also  regulated;  all  without  prejudice  to  what  is  ordered  on  this  
matter  in  the  General  Health  Law,  No.  5395,  of  October  30,  1973,  and  its  
reforms;  the  General  Law  of  the  National  Animal  Health  Service,  No.  8495,  of  
April  6,  2006  and  its  amendments;  the  Law  of  ratification  of  the  Loan  Contract  
signed  between  the  Government  of  Costa  Rica  and  the  Inter-American  
Development  Bank,  for  a  Livestock  Development  and  Animal  Health  Program  
(Progasa),  No.  7060,  of  March  31,  1987.
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drugs,  substances  or  products  referred  to  in  this  Law,  as  well  as  their  
derivatives  and  specialties,  will  be  activities  strictly  regulated  to  the  qualities  
and  quantities  necessary  for  medical  treatment,  toxicological  and  chemical  
analyses,  the  training  of  animal  detectors  used  by  the  police  and  
pharmacokinetic  analysis  in  medical  or  sports  matters;  to  legally  prepare  and  
produce  medicines  and  other  products  for  authorized  use,  or  for  research.

“Article  3.-  It  is  the  duty  of  the  State  to  regulate  and  prevent  the  improper  
use  of  narcotics,  psychotropic  substances  and  any  other  product  capable  of  
producing  physical  or  mental  dependence;  likewise,  to  ensure  prompt  
identification,  treatment,  education,  post-treatment,  rehabilitation  and  social  
readaptation  of  the  affected  people,  and  seek  the  necessary  economic  
resources  to  recover  drug-dependent  people  and  those  affected,  directly  or  
indirectly,  by  drug  use.  of  drugs,  in  order  to  educate  them,  provide  them  with  
physical  and  mental  rehabilitation  treatment  and  readapt  them  to  society.

The  Institute  for  Research,  Regulation  and  Control  of  Cannabis  and  
Hemp  will  be  in  charge  of  establishing  the  parameters  and  regulations  
related  to  the  cannabis  plant  and  the  hemp  plant  for  medicinal,  food  and  
industrial  use  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  its  Creation  Law.

It  is  the  duty  of  professionals  authorized  to  prescribe  narcotic  and  psychotropic  
drugs  used  in  medical  or  veterinary  practice,  to  use  the  official  forms  provided  
by  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Livestock,  as  
appropriate,  or  those  sold  and  controlled  by  authorized  professional  
corporations. .  The  data  recorded  in  these  recipes  will  have  the  character  of  a  
sworn  statement.”

In  any  case,  the  IAFA  is  responsible  for  exercising  technical  direction  and  
supervision  in  matters  of  prevention  and  treatment,  as  well  as  proposing,  
designing  and  evaluating  drug  use  prevention  programs.

The  treatments  will  be  in  charge  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  the  Costa  Rican  
Social  Security  Fund  (CCSS)  and  the  Institute  on  Alcoholism  and  Drug  
Addiction  (IAFA),  and  any  other  entity  or  institution  legally  authorized  by  the  
State.  In  the  case  of  minors,  to  achieve  such  treatment,  the  National  Children's  
Board  (PANI)  must  issue  the  necessary  protection  measures  provided  for  in  
the  Code  for  Children  and  Adolescents.

Only  legally  authorized  persons  may  intervene  in  everything  related  to  such  
substances.
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Prior  to  the  approval  and  during  the  process  of  designing  the  respective  regulations  
by  the  IIRCA,  the  Ministry  of  Health,  as  the  governing  body,  will  make  a  general  
invitation  to  all  natural  or  legal  persons  who  are  interested  in  participating  and  
obtaining  a  concession  or  license  for  those  created  in  this  Law.

CHAPTER  II

The  same  penalty  will  be  imposed  on  whoever,  without  proper  authorization,  
possesses  these  drugs,  substances  or  products  for  any  of  the  stated  purposes,  
and  whoever,  without  the  proper  title  (concession,  license,  authorization  
or  permit),  possesses  or  trades  seeds  with  germinating  capacity  or  other  
natural  products  to  produce  said  drugs.”

FINAL  PROVISIONS

The  research,  regulation  and  control  of  cannabis  and  hemp  for  medicinal,  
food  and  industrial  use  will  be  in  charge  of  the  Institute  for  Research,  
Regulation  and  Control  of  Cannabis  and  Hemp.”

Article  64.-  Special  procedure  for  starting  the  activities  of  concessionaires,  
licensees  and  permit  holders  and  IIRCA  financing

In  this  first  call,  a  Business  Council  will  be  formed  to  support  the  Board  of  
Directors  that  will  assess,  among  others,  the  visions  of  the  potential  awardees,  the  
resources  available  for  the  operation  of  the  IIRCA  and  the  other  aspects  related  to  
the  importation  of  the  first  seeds,  establishment  of  greenhouses,  laboratories  and  
dispensaries  in  the  country.  All  participants  will  be  able  to  contribute  their  knowledge  
and  experiences  to  the

“Article  5.-  Preventive  actions  aimed  at  avoiding  the  cultivation,  production,  
possession,  trafficking  and  consumption  of  drugs  and  other  products  referred  
to  in  this  Law,  except  in  the  case  of  cannabis  and  hemp  plants  authorized  
for  medical  use,  food  and  industrial  regulated  by  special  law,  must  be  
coordinated  by  the  Costa  Rican  Institute  on  Drugs.  In  preventive  and  care  
matters,  it  will  be  necessary  to  consult  the  IAFA  technically.”

The  Ministry  of  Health  must  open  an  account  in  the  name  of  the  IIRCA  where  the  
deposits  will  be  made  for  the  fulfillment  of  the  purposes  established  in  this  Law.

“Article  58.-  A  prison  sentence  of  eight  to  fifteen  years  will  be  imposed  on  
anyone  who,  without  legal  authorization,  distributes,  trades,  supplies,  
manufactures,  elaborates,  refines,  transforms,  extracts,  prepares,  cultivates,  
produces,  transports,  stores  or  sells  drugs,  substances  or  products  referred  to  
in  this  Law,  or  cultivate  the  plants  from  which  such  substances  or  products  are  obtained.
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Selection  of  the  first  seeds  of  the  cannabis  and  hemp  plant  whose  
importation  will  be  authorized  by  the  IIRCA  Board  of  Directors.  b)  Inputs  

for  the  preparation  of  regulations.

TRANSITORY  III.

Article  65.-  Supplementary

The  Executive  Branch  shall  regulate  this  Law  within  a  period  of  three  months  from  
its  entry  into  force.

This  Law  will  be  governed  additionally  by  the  Biomedical  Research  Regulatory  Law,  
No.  9234,  of  April  22,  2014.

TRANSITORY  IV.

CHAPTER  III

The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  IIRCA  must  initiate  the  public  bidding  process  for  the  
granting  of  concessions  six  months  after  the  entry  into  force  of  this  Law.  The  Ministry  
of  Health  will  provide  technical  support  to  the  IIRCA  for  the  preparation  of  the  
respective  poster.  and  the  provision  of  administrative  services.”

TRANSITORY  DISPOSITIONS

TRANSITORY  I.

preparation  of  the  respective  regulations.  Minutes  must  be  taken  of  each  meeting  
and  recorded  in  a  file  that  will  be  kept  by  the  IIRCA.

The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  IIRCA  must  be  formed  within  a  period  of  two  months  
counted  from  the  entry  into  force  of  this  Law.  To  achieve  this  goal,  each  of  the  
responsible  institutions  must  manage  the  corresponding  actions  to  appoint  the  
respective  representatives.  The  Ministry  of  Health  will  be  in  charge  of  coordinating  
the  integration  of  the  Board  of  Directors.

As  a  result  of  the  meetings  that  the  Business  Council  will  hold  together  with  the  
Board  of  Directors,  there  will  be:

TRANSITORY  II.

The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  IIRCA  will  have  three  months  to  issue  all  the  regulations  
that  correspond  to  it  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  Law.

a)
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